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FOREWORD 


The Centre! Institute of Indian Languages 
set up in 1969 is entrusted with the responsi** 
bility of developing Indian languages through 
research,training and material production. -The 
Indian languages are at various stages of deve- 
lopaent from the point of view of the extent of 
elaboration of their functions and they require 
different treatments. Development of the tribal 
languages of the country Involves many issues of 

r 

policy* Implementation and acadamic contribution. 
Some of them are to be reduced to writing and 
most of them need codification from the point of 

- e i 

view of standardisation* praparation of grammar* 
dictionary and such other linguistic materials 

t 

and production of-written litarature. 

w * 

One of the primary activities of the Insti¬ 
tute relating to its work on tribal languages is 
writing a grammar. The grammar Is not only the 
first step In the direction of codification of 
the language but also is a basic material for 
tha teaching and teaming of the language. It 
also provides materials for the typological and 
areal comparisons for languages and for studies 
of language universals. The theoretical notions 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


«bl. 

.. ablative 

ACC . 

accuaative 

Adv. 

. adverb 

Atp. 

aspect 

CAU. 

. cause 

ccr. 

certainty 

cond. . 

conditional 

dAt. 

dative 1 

det. 

deCenniner- 

C.t. 

future cense 

flAn. 

genitive 

iap. 

iaperative 

inf. 

infinitive 

inst. 

Lnstrusiental 

int. 

interrogACive 

loc. 

. locACive 

n. 

nood 

nod. 

modal 

n«g. 

negative 

noa. 

. nominalizer 

per. 

. perfect 

pi. 

. plural 

POA. 

possessive 

p.p. 

. post position 






pro. 


prohibitive 

p.t. 

• • • 

pest tenee 

pur. 

« « • 

purpoaive 

que. 

* • • 

queation ' 

qiiot. 

• • • 

quotatiwe 

soc. 

• • • 

eociative 

tonp. 

• • • 

temporal 

#.p. 

• • • 

verb particle 
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INTR0D1ICTI(>N 


TiWtwflux'Bwiii IS c>iir among l:h^ tour 
langu^igr familifs of Ttur other three are 

In«Jo“Aryjnv Diavidian and Aus t ro-A« iat i c . 

Cl ierson ubset vr* that Tibeto-Borman language:^ 
stand Out as n distinct family as compared ir^ich 
Tai and Cln nese (urieraon, 1966, p.5). Tai and 
Ctiiiiese tiillow the aubject-verb-objecc order 
wtier eaa Tibeto-Burman languages use subject- 
ob)ect-verb order. The Tibeco-flurman languages 
are rich in certain areas of vocabulary. For 
loacance, distinct words are found for different 
kinds of rac. bamboo, basket, etc. in .\patani. 
There is no grammatical gender. Cranusatical 
categories like case, number, etc., are expressed 
by free words added alter the noon rather than 
by bound morphemes suffixed to the noun. Tliey 
are thus like adjectives and follow the head 
noun. 

Grierson classifies tne Abor~Miri and Dafla 
in North Assam group "The Abor-Miris and Daflas 
spaak dialects which are so closely related that 
they can justly be considered as one and the 
same speech form (Grierson, 1966, p.56S). The 
names AJoor, Nici, and Dafla are names used by 



2/IJrrRr)0tK:TI0N 


Acsanese for ch^ tribe which inhabiti the Tiwun- 
taine between the Aiaain vaLlev and Tibet. Daflas 
calL themeelvofl nyi-aing, i.e., sing men" (Ibid, 
S83). There is a group of Oaflae who call Ihem- 
aelvei Ragni (Ibid, 583). The Apatania are 
closely related to Nyi-sing. 

Benedict (1972) gives the foLlowiug iche- 
siatic chart for Sino-Tibetan languages. 


SINO-TIBETAN 


Tibeto-Karen Chinese 


I I 

Tibeto-Bunnan Karen 


Kachin —, 


I r-Bahirg-Vayan 
I ~^Newari 

— Garung (?) 

-- Hurneae-Lolo 

I rAbor-Kiri 
I '"^Daf la 

|-— K^nyak 

rKuki-Naga 
J-Kikir' 

TMeithei 
•-Mru 


h-c 
-[ 


Luish 

Tama 


^_f-Hung( ish ) 

Trung 
L-- Bodn-Garo 


APATANI GRAHMAR/.3 


Apatanis belong co Che Abor-Miri-Dafla * 
group. It in cloacly relaCed to Dafla who call 
thcansclvcH Nishi . Sioii laritias are noticed at 
phonological, graimacical and lexical level (See, 
Niahi Granaar - forthcoming). ApaCanIa are con- 
oentraCed in South Central region of Subanairi 
diaCricL of Arunachal Pradesh (See, the nap). 
Niahia are their imediace neighbours. Thh area 
ia known aa Apatani plateau and is about 26 sq.km. 
It is surrounded by steep mountain ridges on all 
sides. The diatrict headquarters is located in 
this plateau. According to a legend prevalent 
among Cheat, Che plateau was a lake prior Co 
dieir inhabitation. Iheir population is 128B8 
CH: 37Ab, F: 6342) (1971 Census). Out of 12888 
persona there are only 724 literate persons. The 
sexwise break up is M: 724, F: 76. The capital 
of the Union Territory of Arunachal Pradesh is 
also located in Subanairi district. Mr. Simon's 
'Vkpataci - An Introduction" is Che only book 
available on Che languege. 

The materials for Che present work were 
collected during ray field work in Apatani plateau, 
during Occober-December, 1973 and April-June 1977. 
Messrs Khoda Gyaci (Reru village) and Tatu 
Tayung (Mudan Tage village) were my principal 
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int omianCS. Mr uyati wae a student of th# 
l«vi>maitnt High School, 2ii'o. lie was working as 
a part-tine eiaployee at the Electrical Oftice in 
Old Ziro. Uis cx^ct age la not known. He was 
staying in his village with his family members. 
Mr. Tayung was also a student of the Covernnaent 
High School, Ziro. He was Che Secretary of the 
Apatani Youth Association. His exact age also 
IB not known. I have discussed certain problems 
covered in Che present study with Messrs Wage 
Tadde (Cycleshop owner), Tasso Sai, Dani Duri 
(Medical student), Hichi Tagia, Kago Chanda, 
llage latua, Hage Tatung and Nani Challa (School 
Teacher) . 



PHONOLOGY 


An Inventory of PhoneioeE 

There are 3 coneraeE, 6 vowels and 17 con- 
sonanCB in Apacani. 

Tonenes: 

Rising tone ... 

Level tone ... 'unmarked* 

Palling tone ... 'N’ 


Rising Tone: 

The pitch level varies in such a way that 
at the onset it is higher than at coda. 


comyo 


'silence* 

hiido 


'lightening* 

ado^ 


'stem with flower 

kosto'' 


'dark* 

Level Tone: 

• ‘ 1 

f 




There is no 

change 

in pitch level. 

aau 


'hair * 

alyo 


' tongue' 

pots 


* paper * 

ude 


'house' 


Palling Tone: 

The pitch level varies in such e way that 


at the onset it is lower than at the coda. 
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uko 

ubu 

p«k« 

\ 

t«no 

Tooenc Contrast: 
/ 
i 

in 

N 

1 

e 

\ 

e 

/• . 

aau. 

ami 

ami 

ado^ 

ado 

ad<^ 

/ 

a 

a 

\ 

a 

/ 

o 

o 

o' 

. f 

a]u 

aju 

. \ 
aju 


'veranda' 

'hole* 

■pitch’ 

'yam' 

'copulate' 

•go’ 

' interjection* 
'laugh at* 

' shoot' 

' interjection* 

'cat' 

' eye' 

*tail’ 

*Btejn with flower* 

* coning' 

*far away* 

' lAerjection 
'come' 

* okay' 

'work in paddy fie 
'bear' 

'child' 

'soak' 

'weak* 

'figure* 
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Vowele: 



Vowel Contrasts: 
1 

✓ 

e 

a 

o 

u 

X 

ti 

tc 

ta 

to 

tu 

ti 

ini 

rae 

rna 

no 

tnu 

ni 

gi 

ge 

ga 


'copulate' 

'laugh at' 

'cone' 

'beer' 

'ma^d a hole' 

'interjection' 

' pour' 

' touch' 

•drinlc' 

'go down' 

'kick' 

'collide' 

'soneone' 

* 'seorch' 

'no' 

'he/fihe' 

'blow' 

'do' 

'lie down' 

'catch insacta with gum* 
'abuse' 
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go 

•fly* 

gu 

• crawl' 

8* 

'wear' 

a i 

'this' 

ae 

'drag' 

fa 

'grow' 

so 

'crack jokes' 

a u 

'draw* 

f a 

'cattle' 

/i/ is high front 

unrounded vowel. 

XLgi 

'devil' 

pinth 

'slap* 

^ • 

Mmx 

'cat* 

/e/ if higher mid 

front unrounded vowel. 

ere 

'stomach' 

cenxn 

'cut (with flcissora)' 

jij* 

'true' 

/e/ if roalizfd as 

lower mid front unrounded 

vowel [C] when it occurs 
a word after [y]. 

in the first syllable of 

yffo 

'cane* 

yCf i 

'water' 

y€tan 

'bread' 


/a/ if low c«ntral unrounded vovrl. 

' Ifnc'jaKf' 


agun 
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kamo 

'dark' 


aba 

'father' 

/a/ 

is realized low front unrounded vowel 

[a] in th« first 

syllable of a w’ord after [y] . 


yatin 

'box (used for keeping cloths) 


yati 

'umbrella (traditional)' 


yaiu 

'laddie' 

/t/ 

is high 

central unrounded vowel. 


TMVO 

'poison' 


ibyo 

'also' 


ineyo 

'okay ’ 


■t do 

'rain' 


atc4 

'elephant' 

/t/ 

is realized as mid central vowel [<*] 

before (r 

] and in 

word final position when Ir] 

precedes 

it. 



kak»r 

'look back' 


harkar 

'run back' 


tara 

' ant' 


t-ira 

'forehead' 


/t/ iii realized as high back unrounded 
vowel [ll] in the word final posiLion and bsforr 
word final [h]. 

nyinu 'girl' 

'elephant' 


tu 
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yahu 

' axe' 

panun 

'diaaantle' 

kaniiin 

'see* 

The /i/'i'anding worda 

drop their final vowel when 

they ar« add«d Co cnnaonant initial vorda/mor* 

pbenea. 


inx nan* 

innanx 'walking stick' 

citiT ♦ nant 

cinnanx ’loom' 

amx a ant 

ansanx 'nango tree* 

/u/ is high back 

rounded vowel. 

uda 

'house' 

rupu 

•gold' 

uru 

'family' 

/o/ is higher mid back rounded vowel. 

oho 

'boy' 

kone 

'one ’ 

aro 

'taorning' 

ConsocanCs: 


pb td 

kg 

cj 

• 

■ n 

n 

r 


1 

- 

8 

X h 


y 
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Coaaonant Contrasts: 

pa 

pya 

ba 

bya 

ta 

da 

ca 

ka 

g* 

gy« 

na 

so'a 

na 

nya 

na 

ra 

la 

lya 

sa 

y» 

ha 

xa 

apa 

apya 


cut ’ 

dismantle' 
vonit ' 

burn (meat, etc.}' 

drink' 

beat' 

climb’ 

throw (flat objects)' 
see' 
abuse' 
roam' 

curly growth' 

lull' 

push' 

point out' 
laugh' 

make bundle’ 
take' 
burn' 
grow' 
bum' 
hang up' 
gossip' 

leave (some obj'scts)' 
group of rats ' 
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aha 

•father' 

abya 

* ladder' 

ata 

'elder sister' 

ada 

' toBiorrow' 

aca 

'keep (above aomcthing) 

aja 

'name of a girl' 

aka 

'name of e boy' 

axa 

'old' 

aga 

'quick' 

agya 

'gate' 

aha 

'soul' 

asa 

’let us come' 

* 

ana 

'does not/do not come' 

ana 

'very much essential' 

ana 

'tie (after covering}' 

aaya 

'penis' 

arya 

'name of a girl' 

ala 

'hand* 

alya 

'lick' 

era 

'empty' 

aya 

'good' 


Since there is no contrast between the 

y y y y y 

palatalised consonants like . b"^ , g', n-^ , ir"^ , 
and their cluster counterparts (i.e., phone¬ 
mic eequenceB, like py, by, Ry, ny, my, ly) the 
palatalised consonants are treated as sequences 
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It the phonemic level. Thi« i« done to simplify 
tlte orthography. 

/p/ i« voiceless bilabial stop.* 
papu 'egg* 

pepu *mac' 

/b/ is voiced bilabial stop, 
buko 'rat' 

beni 'curse' 

/b/.^is realized as seai-voiced bilate^l con* 
tinuant [b] when it occurs intervocalically, 
provided the following one ia a back/central 
vowel. 

aba ’father' 

abuje 'various' 

/t/ is voiceless alveolar scop, 
tami 'grass' 

itu 'short' 

/d/ is voiced alveolar stop, 
danyi 'sun' 

ude 'house' 

/k/ ia voiceless velar scop, 
kaao 'dark* 

-muku 'tobacco' 
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/g/ i« voiced velar acop. 

garu 'pillow* 

agoA 'mouth' 

/c/ i« voiceleaa affricate, 
ciku 'pocket' 

<lacah 'iroa' 



/a/ i« voiced alveolar nasal. 

nago 'place of worship' 

■anu 'younger brother* 

/n/ ia realized as palatal nasal [if] before 
palatal scope [c] and [j] . 

gohci 'dragon fly* 

gehji 'banian' 

lixj ia voiced velar nasal, 
no 'I' 

hihini 'third* 

/h/ is realized through the dasalization of the 
preceding vcrwel when it occurs in the word finsl 
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position. 

/«din/ is rpslizod as adx 
/dgun/ is rc^alizod as sgu 
/n/ is realized as the honorganic nasal of the 
following atop when it is combined with words/ 
Tiorphencs having initial stops. 

onyin pyunt->anyiiapyunt 'milkaian' 

/r/ is voiced alveolar flap, 
rubu 'ear drum' 

yaru 'aar' 

Bucur 'antelope* 

/!/ is alveolar lateral 

iaci 'finger* 

ale 'wing* 

hotel 'bottle* 

/a/ is alveolar fricative. 

St 'cattle' 

pasu 'needle* 

opia 'office* 

/x/ is voic^ess velar fricative, 
xtdo 'be costly* 

axa 'old* 

'/b/ is glottal fricative, 
hena 'wrong* 

ahi ‘tooth* 
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/y/ ie palatal continuant. 

yact 

'utnbrclla (local)' 

ay a 

'good' 

DiatrLUution of 

Phonemea 

Vowe1■: 


Ail voweLa 

occur in initial, medial and 

final poaitioas 

of a word. 

i mi 

'aleep' 

biro 

'yeiterdoy morning' 

/ > 
ere 

'atomach' 

nekan 

'toilet' 

» / 
ogu 

'cooking place' 

duku 

'wooden box' 

iptnt 

'Bweeper' 

aya 

'good' 

danyi 

' sun' 

ono 

'term used to addresa 
young males' 

done 

'bright day* 

Vowel Cluatara: 


Few vovcl 

clusters are fouitd in Apatani. 

They occur word 

finally. 

initially, medially and word 

ui 

'ghost' 

(Jasi 

'great grandson' 
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a 1 

tootli' 

aii 

'tail 1ika object used 
to wear on the waist of 
elderly men' 

bua 

'rope tied to acmbarie 
pole ’ 

lud 

'mute' 

lia 

’bag used by women' 

loepa 

'till' 

hao 

'above' 

lioan 

'spine' 

hpenrn 

' b e c on ' 

CansuncntB: 

All consonants 

occur in initial and me dial 

positions of a word, 

ni, n* r* 1 and s occur 

word final position 

also. 

paka 

'dish' 

papu 

•egg' 

bab(< 

'acrobatic pole' 

tabu 

'snake' 

s to 

'owner ' 

dany i 

' sun' 

adaiS 

'spear made of wood 
with poisoned iron edge' 

kaai 

'late' 

aki 

' dog' 

gObu' 

'hot' 
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Agar 

'boundary' 

cuxa 

'baaket (u5«d for 
keeping tobacco)' 

a'ci 

'pain* 

jin 

'piece of cloth' 

>. > 

AJ All 

•child' 

ntgo 

'oven' 

hat 

'tail' 

bom 

'bomb' 

nskafi 

' latrina' 

wija 

'great grandmother' 

ni 

•fUh' 

iAi 

'e%reet potato' 

ajan 

•child' 

> 

rido 

'line on palm' 

% a • 

Aran 

'bottom of A tree' 

sucur 

'antelope' 

lacaA 

'ring' 

alo 

'day' 

bocel 

'bottle' 

■aoie 

'squirrel' 

AA^n 

'north' 

opit 

'office' 

xt 

.’fix' 

axi 

' contb' 

hago 

'merry' 
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aha 'heart' 

yapa 'yoiinf man' 

ay a' 'mii«cle' 

Consonant Clusters: 

There are two consonants and three con~ 
sonants clusters in Apatani. Two consonants 
clusters are cossson. As mentioned early, the 
palatalized stops and nasals that are treated as 


lequences orthographical 
oelow: 

pyanno 
byibu 
abya 
dyistpu 
gyuti 

styo^u 
any a 
nyimo 
any in 
iyenih 

alyan 
akoknnet 

/ b 

Ago enpu 
dinxu 


Ly are also included 

' leaves put on the arrow* 

'gun ' 

' ladder' 

'grey hair' 

higher group among 
Apataois' 

season' 

penis' 

face' 

breast' 

to make to the shape 
of ball' 

ten' 

lonely' 

front portion df 
Apatani house* 
akuir 
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endl 

'paddy' 

empya 

'cotton’ 

enbin 

'uncooked rice 

gunkTnin 

'stoop' 

gonci 

'dragon fly* > 

genji 

'banian' 

toAgo 

'wool' 

neAkepilu 

'December' 

lAgye* 

'twin' 

arpuho 

'amidst' 

karpya 

'unroll' 

gorbaii 

'shoulder' 

artin 

'testicle* 

arda 

'tomorrow' 

nacka 

'smile' 

dorgi 

'earthworm* 

» 

gorxan 

'armpit' 

ar«i 

'ripe' 

tar ji 

'Bcorpion' 

narntn 

'laugh' 

tarai 

■wall’ 

tarla 

' cup' 


Ihe cluiter /ay/ i# realised as palatal nasal 
[ll] before central vowels. 

nacu iip 

'dragger' 


TiaCu 
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nanyo 'honey bee* 

Genoinated clusters are not found in Apacani. 
Only the palatalised pboncBOs occur in word 
initial and medial positions. Others occur only 
in medial position. 

Syllable 

A sequence of phonemes with one peak of 
sonority is treated as a syllable. There can be 
one or more than one syllables in a single word. 
Usually one vowel will function as nucleus of a 
syllable. The preceding consonants/semi-vowels 
are called the onset of the syllable and the 
following consonants/semi-vowela are called coda 
of the syllable. There are words without onset 
and coda. When a syllable ends with a voweli it 
is called an open syllable and when it ends in a 
consonant, it is called a closed syllable. The 
syllable pattern of Apatani is exemplified in 
the following: 

Monosyllabic Words: 

Monosyllabic words are very coninon in 
Apatani. 

Open syllable (c)v 

V a 'come ' 

cv ma 'no* 
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cv 

si 

•thie’ 

Closed syllable 

(<-)vc 

VC 

in 

•fto' 

cvc 

kon 

*Ofie * 

cvc 

bin 

•lhre«-’ 

Disyllabic Words: 


vcv 

ude 

'bouse' 

tvcv 

kile 

•river' 

cvccv 

pints 

'pot' 

tvcvc 

hotel 

'bottle' 

vcvc 

a£un 

' language 
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A word in Apat«ni ifl definod ai niaiau* 

free fom consisting of one or more than one 

pbonene. The phonetic pause beevoen tvo iteois 

in ail utterance is taken as the basis for deter- 

maing the word boundaries. There are cases 

where syntactic behaviour is taken as the deter- 

■iaing factor of the free fonns when phonetic 

pause fails to give a correct indication in 

deciding bound Vs. fret forsis. The case is 

indicated through indepsndent word One of the 

reasona for considering it as independent word 

is Chat it takes the phrase final position when 

adjectives which follow the headnour. occur with 

it. See the examples given below: 

■yu aya sii 'good nan (acc.)' 

nan good acc 

' aki atu ni 'snail dog (acej’ 

dog snail acc 

Secondly, there is a tendancy anong the Apacani 
apeakera to posit a seni-pauae between the head* 
noun‘ and case word. This also speaks in favour 
of considering thrai as separate words. 

The word classes chat can be set up in 
Apatani are nouns , pronouns, verb and adverbs. 
Aaa>ng then verbs and nouns out number ocher word 
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classes. Suffixation, 'prefixaCion, reduplication 
and coapouading are Che morphological process 
found in Apatani. 


Noun 

Any word whose occurrence, allows the use 
of a detensiner/caae word in the sane construc¬ 
tion is treated as a noun in the present descrip 
tion. Gender has no gramsutical significance. 
There are certain nouns that ore Inherently 
aasculine or faiaiaine as exemplified below: 


■ilo 

■ihi 

milobo 

nyxmx 

yopa 

nywi 

bine 

nyiiBt 

The regular pattern of 
the addition of suffix 
syllable of the generi 
is added to the generi 
line gender and 'ni* i 
nine gender. A sample 


'husband' 

'wife' 

'man' 

'woman' 

•youth (male)' 

'youth (female)' 

'boy' 

'girl' 

gender narking is through 
to the reduplicated 
noun. The suffix 'po/bo* 
noun to indicate nsscu- 
added to indicate feni- 
is given below: 



A!*ATA.N1 <:KA>«AR/2‘) 



'cattle' 



sihTho 

'bull' 


*ihinr 

' cow' 

pa ro 

'f<rwl ■ 



paroropo 

'cock' 


parorort 

' han' 

• ubii 

'eiichun' 



sut>UB Ldo 

'miihun (male)' 


subuBinx 

'raithuii (I'eBialc) ' 

s ibx 

'monkwy' 



s ibIbipo 

' rnonkey (male) ' 


a lb ib i r.T 

'monkey (icifialcl' 

Instances 

are toend where only thi' reduplica 

syllable 

and tho ;;er.der 

marker are used to 


specify che tra'.culir^ If’minir** d i ► t irct. ion iwav- 
int the first pjrt (i.e., jjeneric noun), bee 
Cha illustrations below: 
ski 'doc' 

kibo ' dog' 

kiuT ’bitcl;' 

mipo 'tO’j>-oat' 

raiur 'cat' 

Another way of marking the gendor is throufh 
oompoundinK, The words “ mi lobo '?r,an' and 
nyins 'woman' are added to the generic nouns to 
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form conpouad. This Cachnique !• usually used 
with borrowed nouns as shovn belo«r: 
ministar 'miaistar* 

niniatar milobo 'minister'(male)' 
niniscar nyxnx 'minister (female)' 
gura 'horse* 

gura milobo 'horse (male)' 

a 

gura nyimi 'horse (female)' 
mend* 'buffalo' 

, maDds milobo 'he buffalo' 
maoda ny t m i 'she buffalo' 

Number 

Thera are no plural markers in Apatani. 
Plurality, if the number is unspecific, is indi 
cated using the plural word - atan 'many'. When 
the number is specific, the numeral‘quantifiers 
are used. ’Both the numeral quantifier and the 
plural word follows the headnoun. r- 

Singular tHth plural taard 

uda 'house' ude atah 'houaes* 

nyimi 'girl' nysmx atah 'girla* 

aki 'dog' ' aki atah 'dogs' 

k^th ruMtural quantifier 
aki anye 
dog two 
'two dogs' 


Singular 
aki 'dog' 
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mihi 'wl£«' mihi anye 

wife two 
'two vive#' 

When there la a refeteuce to quantity like 'sone', 

'man/', etc., then worda like - abu '■any', tanc 

'some*, etc., are uaed. 

Sinffular Plural vitk epeaific 

quantifiers 

tuli 'piller' tali abu 'many pillcrc' 

myu 'people* nyu tane 'lODe people' 

Fronouni 

There la no gender diatinction in the pro- 

oominal ayeteci of ApaCini. It makes two way 
• 

distinction in number (i e., singular and plural) 
and three-way distinction in person (i.e., First 
pert on, Second person and Third person).•Further, 
a two-way categorization is made in third person 
on the basis of [visible, known] Vs. [invisible, 
unknovm]. Separate pronouns are used to indicate 
this distinction. The pronouns are listed in the 
Tab le given below: 


-Person j 

Nunber 


Singular 

Plural 

First 

ho 



hunu 

'we' 

Second 

no' 

'you' 


nunu 

'you (pi. ) ' _ 


(Contd...) 
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Person 

1 Number 

Singular 

Plural 

Third 

mo' 'he/she' 

molu 'they' 


si 'he/she/it* 

stktlu 'they' 


[known, visible] 

[known, visible] 


hi 'he/she/it' 

hiktlu 'they' 


[unknown, invi¬ 
sible] 

[unknown, invisi¬ 
ble] 


When the nuaerel nyi 'two* occurs with singular 
pfonounSi they function ss single lexical item. 
This fusion is found only with the numeral - nyi 


'two'. 


iSo ♦ 

nyi 


ninyi 

'we two' 

no' + 

nyi 

—> 

hinyi 

'you two' 

mo' ♦ 

nyi 

-►. 

sK/nyi 

'they two' 

si * 

nyi 

- > 

ainyi 

'they two' 





[known, visible] 

hi ♦ 

nyi 

-> 

hinyi 

'they two' 


[unknown, invisible] 

It is also found possible to use the numeral 

alongwith the classifier *■ anyi 'two* with third 

person singular - mo 'he/she* like a regular 

numeral adjective. 

ao'^ anyi 
she/he two 
'they two' ' 
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Deictic Pronoune: 

In Apatani a thriie-vay division is found in 
spatial situation in identifying the relative 
spatial position of the referent in relation to 
rhe locus of the speaker. Tbia is done through 
rha deictic pronouna (See, Abrahaa, 1981). They 
arc formed by compounding reapective words to 
th« third person pronoun - si 'she/lie/it' (known, 
visible) as shown below: 

siksi the pronoun indicates ^ 

proximiCy 

insi the pronoun indicates 

iuteraiediate diatance 

intusi the pronoun indicates 

that the referent is 
far away from the 
speaker 

DemonsCratives are formed by adding Che marker - 

'ka' to 'si, in, into', which are used to form 

deictic pronouns also and to pronoun - hi 'he/ 

shc/ic'. As a result they become attributes to 

the headnoun, but unlike other atcributes, they 

precede the headnoun. 

sika myu 'this man (proximate)' 
this man 

inka hine 'that boy (intermediate distance)' 
that boy 

intoka pi to 
that hill 


'chat hill (very far)' 
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hxka nyios 'that girl (uoknown/invieible)' 
that girl 

Plural countarTarta of deictic pronouna are 

formed by adding the plural word - atan or the 

numeral to the demonstratives. 

eika hime anye 'these (two) boya (proximate) 
this boy two 

inka pulye ataA 'those clothes (inter¬ 
chat cloth pi.-word aediate distance)' 

It is possibla to use forms like 

aika anye 'these twn' 
this two 

inka atah 'those (iceats)' 
that pi .-word 

Interrogative Prooouna: 

A two-way distinction between in the vici¬ 
nity of the speaker and not in cha vicinity of 
the apaaker 'is maintained in interrogative 
pronouna also. If ths referent is not in the 
vicinity of the speaker^ then 'na* ia suffixed 
to tha interrogativa pronouns that are used for 
rafarents in the vicinity of the speaker. See 
the list below: 

In tha vicinity Not in tha vicinity 
of tha apeakar of tha apaakar 

huna 'who' 


nu 'who* 
nx 'what' 


nxna 'vhat' 
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nthi 'which* nihxixA 'which* 

For the interrogative - no 'where (in the vici¬ 
nity ot the apeaker}', the non-vicinity counter¬ 
part in iomed by suffixing ‘-ho* aa below: 
no ’wlisrc’ noho 'where* 

Ihe other interrogativea are 


nxCah 

'what sort 

1 

nxcampa 

'how' 


nxmpa 

'why' 


nxdo 

'when' 


nxhe 

'how many 

(countable)' 

ninkare 

'how much 

(uncountable)' 


Among the above interrogative pronouns, 'nx* 
functions as the interrogative norphene, except 
- hu 'who'. 'no' can be analyaed as 'nx > o' 
like Che place adverbs (See, the section place 
adverbs on p.32 for details). 

Deixia 

The notion of deixis handles certain fea¬ 
tures of language which are relative to place 
and tine of utterance. Deictic categories are 
found in Apatani that are used to identify 
ty picsl spatial and social situation. As 
already Tsentioned, this feature is found in Che 
pTononinsl system. A two-vay distinction is 
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oade in the social slLuation, i.«., kno\^ Vs. un¬ 
known coupled with the spatial situation, i.c., 
visible Vs. invisible. Tlie pronoun 'si' is used 
for referents that are known/in the vicinity of 
the speaker and 'hi' is used for referents that ac4 
unknov/n/noc in the vicinity of the speaker. A 
parallel difference is maintained in interrogs- 
tives, i.e., in the vicinity of the speaker Vs. 
not in Che vicinity of the speaker. It is done 
through the marker 'r.a' added to the interroga¬ 
tive pronouns that arc used for referents in the 
vicinity of the speaker. 

A three-way distinction is found in deictic 
prunuuns on celationsl distance between the 
speaker and the referent. The division is as 
follows: 

(a) PrexisLste 

(b) Interaediate distance 

Cc) Far avsy from Che speaker 

'aikai', 'insi' and 'intosi' ere used respec¬ 
tively for the above categories. This is re¬ 
flected in dersi-inacrstives also. 

The seme distinction is found to operate in 
adverbs of place. They are formed by adding the 
locative element 'o' to the deictic pronouns and 



I 
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Chird person pronoun ~ 'he/ahe/it' (unknown/ 
invisible). 



si + o 

- ► 

80 


insi ♦ 

o - •>■ 

inao 


intosi 

♦ o - > 

intoso 


hi ♦ o 

— 

ho 

As a hown 

above , 

as a result 

of aaadhi changes. 

the forma 

given 

in the right 

hand side of the 


arrow are derived fonos. They are listed with 
rcaning below: 


so 

' here 

(proximate ) ' 

inso 

'there 

(intermediate distance) 

intoso 

'there 

(far away)’ 

.10 

'thara 

(unknown/inviaible) 


The deictic categories 'si' and 'ha' are also 
used as deteminera. They arc added with generic 
nouns CO limit their referential range and to 
identify the spatial position. 'si' is added to 
the noun/noun phrases to indicate the proximity 
of the raferenc and 'ht' to indicate the remote¬ 
ness of the referent. Otherwise, the noun 
appears without either one of it. Though it is 
permitted to add these determiners to all nouna 
in a sentence, usually the aubjcct noun takes 
the determiner. Ocher nouna, uaually, appear 
without tha determiner. 
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oni li xedu* 'the cat (proximate) 
cat dec. cry-aap. cries' 

. .1 hi pido- 'the dog (remote) barks' 

dog d«t. bark-asp. 

b 4 didu. 'cattle graaes' 

cattle graze-asp. 

aki hi paro si mi cibine. 

dog dec. hen d«C. acc. catch-p.t. 

'the dog caught the hen' 

pati hi alyi hi mi cixibioe* 
tiger det. pig det. acc. kill-p.t. 

'the tiger killed the pig' 

When‘the adjective that follows the headnoun is 

present I the determiner follows the adjective. 

■yu runi hi hime ako mi menbine- 

man mad det. boy one acc. kill-p.t. 

'the mad man killed the boy* 

A similar difference- is maintained in incerroga- 

Civss pronoutks also. A suffix 'na' is sdded to 

differentiate the referent from those that are 

in the vicinity of the speaker. See tha section 

on interrogative pronouns. 

The distinction in the spatial situation is 
found in imperative constructions also. If the 
place of action of second person is proximate to 
tne speaker 'to' is added to the imperative verb 
and if the place of action of Che second person 
is remote 'he' is added to Che imperative 
verb. 
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ysai bito 'give water (proxiimate)' 

water gi^vc-det. 

yaai bine 'give water (remote)' 

water give-det. 


apin bipe 'give (for) me rice 

rice give-pur. (proximate)' 


o duyepe 'drink (for) ne beer 

beer drink-det.-pur. (remote)' 


Case System 

The caae identifies the syntactic function 
and the aenantic role of the noun phrases in a 
sentence. In Apatani, this is done through 
diflerent case markers. As mentioned already, 
the case signs follow the headnoun. If the 
adjective is present it follows the adjective. 

If the determiner is present it follows the de¬ 
terminer. If the numeral adjective is present, 
the case sign follows it. As mentioned earlier, 
die caae sign is treated as a post position. 

When they occur with first and second persons 
(singular), they are (uttered as single lexical 
item). The following list gives the different 
caae signs that are found in Apatani. 

Nominative ... immarked 

Accusative ... mi 

Dative ... mi 

Locative 


o 
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Inacrumcntal 

s • • 

lo 

Purposive 

• • s 

pa 

Genitive 

• • • 

ka/ki 


Nofnin«cive; 

Th« nooinacive is unmarked and occurs wit.h- 

out any case sign. Usually, nominative func~ 

cions as the subject of the sentence and Cakes 

Che sentence initial position. Since the other 

noun phrases are narked, the subject can be 

easily identified even if there is any change in 

the normal position. Semancically. it may be 

the agent, the affected entity, the instrumental 

or the experiencer of the action identified by 

the verb. 

akt hi pido. 
dog det. bark-asp. 

'the dog is barking* 

ami si inido* 
cat det. aleep-asp. 

'the cat is sleeping* 

paci alyi cixbine. 
tiger pig kill-p.t. 

*the tiger killed the pig* 

nyami apin nine, 
voman rice cook-p.t. 

* the woman cooked rice* 
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yaldh bayirv« 
stone roll-p.t. 

’ tht* stone rol led ' 

yasi bidti. 
wsLer fliiaT-asp. 

'water flows' 

kagn rno'^nii dsaibiiie 
Ksgo he acc. beai-p.L. 

'Kaso beat, hir' 

emo mi tarh rilorijab»n«. 
paddy acc. mow destroy-p.t. 

'snow destroyed the paddy' 

nyinn ni gyopu 

k'utKaii acc. lightening kill-p.L. 

'lightening killed the wMcan' 

yalyu have duku- 
Yalyo hungry exisL~asp. 

'Yalyo is hungry' 

htkj ann hi biso'ne* 

I-geo. younger brother del. get frighten-p. t. 
'urv younger brother got frightened' 

hika lapyu si aha do • 

1-gen. pain del. itching aenaation exist 

'! have itching aenaation on i«y palm’ 

hine si oho do- 

boy ilrt. b« tall exist 

' Llic boy is tali' 

Accusative: 

The accusative case sign is 'mi'. This 
indicates the object of s transitive v*:rb. 
Usually, this precedes the verb. It has the 
pstient role in a sentence. 
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no kago mi latuti 
I Kago acc. catch-p.L. 

'1 caught kago' 

nxkd aba hi nYm gabine 

I-gea. father det. I-acc. acold-p.t. 

'my father scolded me' 

Buo' emo avi pittku 

aho paddy acc. coll<>ct-asp . 

’ she collected cha paddy* 

akx hi aai ai mi pidu 
dog dec. cat d«c. acc. bark-asp. 

'cha dog is barking at Che cat* 

Bwlu aulu mi barhxdti. 
they fence acc. junp-asp. 

'they are juiaping over the iciice' 

ho hika obuko lema mi roiie 

I I-g«n. place of birth village acc. once 

Care apamara stsi rayepa 

tine native place till now leave 

'1 never left my native town till nov' 

When the subject and object noun share the seman¬ 
tic feature (-^-hunan )/C-^animate ) the accusative 
case sign is used obligatorily. Vhen Che subject 
is (-human) and object is (fbuman), the object 
is Biarked with accusative case sign. 

aki tayuh mi asxbine* 
dog Tajruag acc. bit«-p.t. 

'the dog bit Tayurg' 

axhxnx mo^mi alitubine- 
cow he acc. kick-p.t. 

'the cow kicked him' 

When the subject is ('*huaan)/('^animate} and the 
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objecc is (-husan}/(.-animate) Cha accusaclve 

case fliRn is dropped. 

mo'flihini pabrne. 
he cow ki11-p.t. 

'he killed the cow' 

alyi hi yo haxibine- 
pig dec. Beat take away-p.t. 

'the pig cook away neat' 

aki ai paro cibine. 
dog det. V»«n catch-p.t. 

'the dog caught a hen' 

In such instances, the accusativa case sign is 

used to specify the object. 

tayuh alyi mi lagtne. 

Tayung pig acc. bring-p.t. 

'Tayung brought the pig (specific)' 

mo'alyi ni pabine. 
he pig acc. kill-p.t. 

'he killed the pig (specific)' 

The aane rule holda good, when the subject is e 

natural force. 

alyi ude hedubrne • 
wind house destroy-p.t. 

'the wind destroyed the house' 

li the word order is changed, the accusative 

case sign is used obligatorily. 

Dative: 

The dative case sign xs the saete as that of 
the accusative, i e.. 'mi'. It functions as the 
indirect object at syntactic level. Since the 
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■•nsntic roll! and Che lynCaccic function of the 
dative and accusative noun phraaea are different, 
they are treated as separate cases despite its 
identity in form. Moreover both dative and 
accusative noun phrases occur in a sisipLe sen¬ 
tence. Dative noun phrase indicates the bene- 
factive role. 

ho hilca ny-tat ajih rai tasah soye 
1 I-gen. girl friend dat. necklace one 

ai bico. 
acc. give-p.t. 

'X gave siy girl friend a necklace' 

hxka an* tade ai yo bibxnC' 

I-gen. mother Tade dat. neat give-p.t. 

'ny Biother gave neat to Tade* 

Rxka anu Aiai aihinx dor« Boobitt- 
1-gen. brother 1-dat. cow one aand-p.t. 
'ray brother sent me a cow* 

ho alyi mi yo ohoti< 

I pig dat. meat feed-p.t. 

'I fed the pig with meat' 

ho yo ni alyi mi obotx• 

I meat acc. pig dat. feed-p.t. 

'I fed meat (specified) to the pig' 


Instances ace found, where experiencer is also 

manifested through the dative noun phrases. 

aind lyibyabtne. 

I-dat. get bums-p.t. 

'I got burns' 
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alyi mi lyibyab-tn*. 
piR djr Rf't bum«-p.t. 

'Lh« pig got burns’ 

Locativ*: 

The locativ* cas« sign is 'o’. But it 
always occurs with *ny of th«r d«ter»insrs 

also th« s«ction on deixis). If the noun 
phrase is not specified then it occurs with the 
generic siarker ’k’. As already mentioned, deter- 
mncrs are ’si' and 'hx'. As a result the fusion 
of the locative case sign with the determiner/ 
generic marker, they function as a single unit 


I'he ditterent 

t orms 

are given below 


s i + 

o 


•o 

'indicates location 

i n 





proximily’ 


hi ♦ 

c 

-*> 


'indicates location 

in 





renotenesa' 


k ♦ 

o 


kt> 

'indicates location 

without 


specifying any spatial 
situation’ 


The locative noun phrase indicates the location 

of the evenr/action identified by the verb. It 

is also used to indicate tfie destinatiou. 

Bio' ude ho dudu 
he houae loc. atay-<xist 
'he stayed in the house’ 

sio' more lio sine- 
ht? forest loc. die-p.t, 

'he died in the forest' 
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mo'turla Ico o' cotibtne. 

K« rau 4 { Icc. bfter pour-p.C. 

'ha poured beer in a mug* 

iso'lu ude ho lurtsrne. 
they house loc. tslk-p.c. 

'they talked in the house* 

kago dutlh ao dudu. 

Kago plank loc. alt-exiat 
'Kago sat on the plank* 

BO* puCu ho cane, 
ha hill loc. clinb-p.t. 

'he cliicbed the hill' 

When the allative is expressed through this case 

sign, it can be dropped optionally. 

Aika anu more (ho) inc. 

I-gen. younger brother Coreat loc. go-p.t. 

*aiy younger brother went to the forest' 

If one moves from one place to another permanent!' 

then the case sign is not dropped. 

ho jiro ho indu- 
1 Ziro loc. nove-p.t. 

'I moved to Ziro' 

Here, the subject has shiCled to Ziro permanently. 
Hence, the locative case sign is not dropped. 

The spatial orientation is specified furthar 
by adding forma like the fallowing alongwich the 
locative case sign. These post positions are 
added to chose noon phrases to which the geni¬ 
tive case sign has already been added. But the 
deletion of the genitive case sign is optional 
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in all such instances. It is alsn used without 
noun phrases. 

'hao ho': This is added to indicate that 

the location is abovc/over the referent. 

tebil (lea) hao ho ho puts mi atTto> 

table gen. p.p. loc. I book acc. keep-p.t. 

'I kept the book above the table* 

hike pot in h4 hao ho done- 

1-gen. pen det. above loc. exist-p.t. 

'my pen was above (in the upstairs) 

myu tahe hi hao du. 
people some det. above exist 
'some people are living in higer plain of 
the plateau' 

iiunu putu (ka) hao ho pita mi 

we hill gen. above loc. bird acc. 

kapado. 

see-exisc 

've are seeing birds on the hill' 

kabu sani ka ubu hao ho cane. 

rat tree gen. hole p.p. loc. cliiob-p.C. 

'the rat climbed over the whole of a tree' 

'ako ho': This is used to indicate the 

location is below the referent and is remote. 

ho pota mi ako ho atiti. 

I book acc. below loc. put-p.t. 

'I put the book down* (on the floor)' 

Biyu tahe hi ako ho du. 

people some det. below loc. exist 

'some people are living in tha low lying 
part of the plateau' 
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'ilco no’ : Thin I> Li»t.*d to indicat** that 
ch** loi'atian i* b<?lf>v.' the i*ffer*>nt and is ptoxi- 
oat**. 

Ptnlu saiix iko hu June*- 
they free under lot. slL-p.t. 

■they »ac under a tree' 

'*'• Lcbil (ka) iko ho 
h<* baaket acc table Kcn ■ belov loc. 

atibiue 
keep-p.t. 

'he kept the biiekel below the table' 

‘htpT ho': This is used to indicate that 

the locus is under tlie rcl'erent. 

Alyl iide bipi ho (ido 

ptU houst’ under ioc. live-exist 

‘the pig is livinx under the house' 

no stxo btpT ho pat-f done kapate 

i bridge under loc. tiRer one aee-p t. 

'l sdw u tixar under the bridge' 

'hata ho' Tliis la uaed to indicate that 

Che locua is in front ot the referent. 

ude hatd ho dime hr ilyo alttr 

house pp. lo^■ boy dct. sword keep-p.t 

'the boy kept the sword in front at rne 
house' 

■lyu at an hxita styu hara ho dudu 

people pi,w. Lliat K>an front loc ait-exisL 
'people are sitting in front of that iran' 


1. sar.T Ikal j ko naans 'lower part of the tree* 
and saut (ka.l miLu nuuiis 'top of the: tree* 
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' ki 1 in Ko ': Thic Ie used to indicate that 

the locus >s b^'h'.nd the reierent. 

^ yalyo ftio' ka abah kilirt ho 
Yalyo slie older behind lot 

brother 

'Ynlyo fiat behind her brother' 

iiyittr aanr ktlin ho acigtne 
woflwin tree behind loc. hide-p.t 
'the wonan hide behind the tree' 

"ura hy'i Tliia is uaed to indicate that 

the locus is insido tho roferont. 

hunu ude ura ho du . 
we house inside loc. exi*l 
've are inside the house' 

* 

sani rabu ura ho tabu do 
tr«e hol<e inside loc. snake exist 
'there is a snake inside the hole of the 
tree ' 

yalar rabu ura ho hi da 

srone hole inside loc. fish exiat 
‘iliere are fish inside the Stones’ 

'aRO ho': Ihis is used to indicate that the 

locus is outside the reierent. 

myu atan ude ago ho oanyada 

people pl.w. house outside lor Btand~exisl 

'many people are standing ourside the house* 

ago ho ano lexr do. 

outside loc. very cold exist 

'it m very cold outside’ 

'arun ho'; 'Ihi* is used to indicate that 
ths locus IS near the referent. 


dune 
fi i t-p . t 
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udc arun ho nyniT hi du- 
houae Dear loc. girl dec. ait 
'the girl just aat near the houae' 

% 

inka ayu hi taore arun ho ine- 

that nan dec. foreat near loc. go-p.t. 

'chat nan vent near the foreat' 

'pu'iko' ho': Thia ia used to indicate that 

locus is in betveen cvo referents. 

alyi hi kile anyi ka punko' ho da. 

pig dec. river two gen. between loc. live 

'the pig lived between two rivers' 

puCu anyi ka puhko^ ho aji * hi 

maintain two gen. between loc. field dec. 

do. 

exist 

'there ia a paddy field between two 
noxuitaina' 


Ihe cenporal notions are also expreased through 

the locative caae aign. 

hine atah hi aro ho ine. 
boy pl.w. det.. morning loc. go*p.C. 

'the boys went in tha morning* 

mo^anyi aro konci ho kapaai. 
he two atorning early loc. meec-p.t. 

'they (two) met at dawn' 

ajimini atah more hoki ayo ho nyanyo 

farmer pl.w. foreat abl. night loc. honey 

pabine. 
collect-p.r. 

'the farmers collected honey from the 
foraac in the night' 
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kago BO mi na«u soda ho kapa. 

Kago acc. danLa loc. see 

'Kago sAv him during a dance* 

When two localive noun phrases occur in a single 
senceoco in such a way Chat both the phrases coae 
under Che dominance ot the saate verb, then the 
first phrase is obligatorily changed to a exis¬ 
tential possessive noun phrase. This is done by 
adding ' k.a' to the respective locative signs. 

oo'ude hoka yadiii ho tiko mi 
he house «.p. box loc. money acc. 

at*btne 
kccp-p t. 

'he kept the money in the box of th« house 


Ins C ruisental: 

The instrumental case sign is 'lo'. it 
indicatss the inscmnert used in carrying out an 
action identified by the verb. 

a 

mo^subu ni 1 lyo lo paxibine* 
ha mithun acr. sword inst. kill-p t. 

'he killed a mithun with a sword' 

dumi mo'^ini lopa lo daabsne • 

Dusti be acr stick last beat-p.t. 

'Duni beat him with a stick' 

mo''bije lo ude mbrne 
he bamboo inst. house make-p.t 
'he nvade a house with bamboo' 

Purpotive: 

In addition to the dative case, aaoChar case 
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t'lflatiott foLiod in Apatani is purpnsivi;. Oni* ol 
Chr reasun* fur setting up a separata LASe cate* 
gory for pucpusive is the pr«senc(^ ol a separate, 
■ taorpho logiLal ly diatioLt, case sigr 'pa'. Secoiidl 
at Che samantii- level also dative and purposive 
express diffeient relationship Dati^'c cate 
always expresses bcnefactive rseaning while pur¬ 
posive case expresses non-benefecrive ncaning. 

■yu he yalyo pa sixbido. 
man det Talyo pur. work-«xisr 
'the taen worked for Yalyo' 

do nrke aba pa iliyo snye bubxLt 

i I-gen. father pur. sword one brlng-p.l. 
'1 brought e sword tor my father' 

moluaki pa yo medo. 

they dog pur. rovat search-exiat 

'they are searching ne^at lor dog' 

Ihe purposive case sign 'pa* indicates the i.hange 
of state of objects when they ere used with in¬ 
choative noun phrases. In such instances, the 
predicate used ia - lyi 'to become'. 

yaai hi taping pa lyido. 

water dat. snow pur becooe-exiat 
'the water breame snow' 

iDo' sar pa lyido 

be teacher pur become-cxist 
'he became a teaeJier' 

kago disiamyu pa lyido. 

Kago criminal pur. b«c>3aie-flxist 
'Kago became a criminal' 
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Geni t. ivc. 

Tlic genitive case sign i» ‘ka’. It indi- 

UiCce tbc p^tfscavivc relationship of the noun 

phrase and other derived relationships. See the 

examples belov: 

ru> ka oho 'hii son' 
h« gen. son 

nc'^ ka aba 'her tather' 

she gen. father 

nxka ala 'ray hand* 

1-gen, hand 

Di>'u ka aji 'man's land' 

■an gen. land 

hike pot a '«ry book' 

1-gen. book 

hunii ka lemba 'our village' 

we gen. village 

ude ka tuli 'the pillar of the house' 

house gen., pillar 

rao ka oho^ 'his height' 

h# gen. height 

kage ka annh 'Kago'a coming' 

Kago gen. uomir.g 

nr,'u ka adunxh 'the hauling ot the 
people gen. hauling people' 

roo^ ani k« taprin-rii 'her punishment' 

ahe acc. gen. punishment 

Posaeae ive. 

• Besides the genicive, another possessive 
Case is louiid in Apacani. 'Pbe possesaive case 



50/MORi*MOLOCY 


indicarea Lite poaaeBsivc role in the ssncence. 

Unlike the genitive, which Bt<inda for intra- 

phraaal relationship, this indicatea interphraaal 

relationship. It occurs only when Che predicate 

is an existential verb (i.e., any one of 'da, du 

do* which are existential verbs). 

mo^ki oho luilobo hine du. 
he poB. child tbsIc three exist 
'he has three eons' 

■o^ ki subu dorkuaxc da 
she pK}S . siithua nine exist 

'she has nine tDithuns' 

lao^ki ude pehkanuxe do. 
ha pos. house seven exist 
'he has seven houaca* 

Case with complex morpheme aa case sign are 
analysed in the following section. 

Ablative: 

The ablative case sign is a complex morphea 
It is a combination of locative case aign and th 
poaseaaive caae aign. As there ere three loca¬ 
tive case signs (See, locatives), there are thr« 
ablative case algna also. They are the follovin 

kokt 'indicates a generic source' 

soki 'indicates a proximate source* 

hoki : 'indicates a remote source' 

It is also possible to use the ablative with* 
different locative post positions. When ablati'' 
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occurs with a pronoun, it takes only 'kok*' 

which is the ablative case sign to indicate the 

generic source. 

no ■o'^kokx tiko lati 
I he abl. money take~p.t. 

*1 took money from him* 

mo'^sihinr koki anyi hidu • 
he cov abl. milk catch-p.t. 

'he milked the cow* 

molu pia hoki papu labine. 
they fans abl. egg get-p.t. 

'they got egg from the faro* 

mo'aji suki adoku . 
he field abl. cone-asp. 

'be came from the paddy field' , 

Temporal notions are also expressed through the 

ablative case sign as shown below: 

mo'hiA baji hoki imine• 
he three hour abl. sleep-p.t. 

'ha slept from 3 O'clock* 

Sociative: 

The sociative case sign also is a complex 
one. It is formed by Che combination of 'agin* 
and the locative case sign. Tha occurrence of 
the genitive case sign is peraiitted. If it is 
present, it iamediately follows the noun. Its 
presence is not obligatory. This expresses the 
accompanying (i.e., with, alongvich, etc.) rela¬ 
tionship. * • 
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no nika aba (ka) aRinha intc 

i i-^en. father (gen.) sot go-p.t 

'L went with my father' 

ihka niyu hT rau‘'ka aban agihho du. 

that man det. he gen brother soc. stay 

'that nan lives with his brother' 

hinie a tan hi nyimi agihho bisido 

boy pl.w. det. girl soc. aing-exist 

'the boys are singing witn a girl' 

mo'ka ami agin ho tso'ai ho kapato- 

he-gen. Oat soc. he acc. I see-p.t. 

'I saw him with his cat' 

mo' (ka) agihho subu rai bo'dine. 

he (gen.) soc, mithun acc. take-p.t. 

'he took with him his mithun' 


Direction: 

The direction is also expressed through a 
complex case. The possessive noun phrase takes 
'dalyi ho' to indicate the direction klieu the 
noun is an inanimate object, the possessive case 
sign is dropped. 

pati hi nyimi ki dalyi ho harane. 

tiger det. girl pos. direction loc.run-p.L 

'the tiger ran towards the girl' 

rayu hi aki ki dalyi ho me 

man det. dog poa. direction loc. go-p.t. 
'the man went towards .i dog' 

nyimi kile dalyi hr ine. 

girl river direction loc Ko-p.t. 

'the girl went towards the river' 
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aro d.ilyi 

morning direction 
'towards aorninfi' 

alin dalyi 

avwrmi; direction 
'towards vvoninjc' 

Path: 

The path ia exprassed throuxh ch# complex 
case which is combination of locative and pur¬ 
posive case signs. This ia also used to indicate 
the means of travel. In such constructions the 

I 

deletion of the locative case sign is optional. 

duni more hopa ado. 

Dumi forest path come-exist 
'Duni is erasing thro’jgh the forest' 

sk/Iu bagari (ho)pa aku- 
they bus path corae-asp. 

'they came by bus' 

tso' paji (ho)ps harne 
She cycle path go-p.t 
'she want by bicycle* 

Bxistentisl Possessive. 

The genitive case sign slongvith the loca¬ 
tive case sign iom a complex case and expresses 
the existential possessive loeaning. In such 
instances, because of the spatial association of 
an object, it is attributed some kind of 'belong¬ 
ingness' meaninc as shown in the examples below; 
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nm^ koka harpa hr ay a do. 
h« ext.poa. bucket det. good axist 
'the bucket lyitig with hin ia good' 

.2 

nunu nekan hoVca alyi ni mencuku. 
we nekang ext.poa. pig acc. kill'aap. 
'we killed the pig of nekang' 

no'norc hoka aubu ni vencuku. 
ha foreat ext.poa. mithun acc. kill-aap. 
'he killed the aithun of the forest* 

mo'nunu iskul hoka purini. 

he ve school ext.poa. student 
"he ia a student of our school' 


Apatani auraeral system follows deciouil 
The units are listed below: 
kon 'one* 

two' 


Nusseral 
The 

system. 

anyi 

hin 

pilyi 

yano 

XT 

iMnu 

pinyi 

koa 

alyan 

The above units are 


threa* 
four’ 
five' 
six' 

Sevan' 
eight' 
nine' 
ten' 

used, when the numbers 


2. nekaft la the place under the Apatani house 
where pigs are kept. 
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ar<r without particulor r^l«“r?nt<* ic any 

object. fltherwiai; respective cl.iaaitirra (See, p.60 
section on claesitieri) are added to the numerals. 

in such instances , the cl.it if is are aeded 


tu the basic iiLar.ci als . 

There ia 

no basic numeral 

for one and hence classifier ttse.lt sLaiid:) fur it 


' one ' 


-nv'i 

' two' 


-h i r 

'three' 


-pi 

' t our ' 


-ho 

'live' 


XT 

'six' 


Icanti 

1 1 
JCVCU 


p iny i 

' c-iglit 


kon 

'nine' 


Ivan 

' Lun ■ 


Mnlliples of 'ten' arc 

foriscd by 

compounding the 

form - aly.in 'ten' with 

t he ijii t t 

The .unit s 

Follow the ilLcimal unit 



alyai. pilyt* 

: * .X 101 

>. 

ka 

o 

1.. 

alyaii yano 

X .0) 

' r 1 1 ty ' 

alyaii xi 

(f> X 10) 

1 • . 1 

sixty 


ITiere arc exceptions c«» the above general rule. 
Itxceptiotis arc noticed in the case ot tallowing 
ma-Mrals' 

LwenLy, thirty, seventy, eighty, ninety. 


L. 
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In the fonution of the above nuverala the form 
'-x«n* it added vith Che units. 'xan' follows 
the units as illustrated below: 


nyi xan 
bin xao 
kanu xah 
pinyi xan 
koa x«n 


' twenty 
'thirty' 
'seventy* 
'eighty' 
'ninety' 


The lexical iten 'lah' stands for 'hundred'. The 

9 

nultiplcs of 'hundred' are formed by adding 'la* 
to the units upco 'four hundred'. In such 
instances 'la-' is prefixed to the units. 


la6 

'hundred' 

lanyi 

'two hundred' 

lahin 

'three hundred' 

lampi 

'four hundred' 

laho 

'five hundred' 

Lah xi 

'six hundred' 

lahkanu 

'seven hundred' 

^onpinyi 

'eight hundred' 

iahkoa 

'nine hundred' 

Islyan 

'thousand' 


The font 'Isa' is prefixed from 'four hundred' 
onwards as seen in the above list. The form - 
ako 'one' is used instead of * koh 'one' when 
higher nusieral above ten is formed. Nusierals 
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•bov« ten are fomed by conjoining the unite with 
the nultiplee ot 'ten* or 'hundred'. The con¬ 
joining Barker 'la' is used to conjoin the two 
nuoierala. The units follow the multiples of 'ten' 
or 'hundred' and the conjoining marker occur in 
beteen the two. The multiples of .'ten' or 'hun¬ 
dred' take the adjective marker 'ha' when it 
appear alongwith the units. Sea the following 
numerals: 

alyahhela ako 'tlcven* 

alyahhela kanu 'seventeen' 

nyixanhela hih 'twentythree' 

lahhela ako 'hundred and one' 

lanhela alyan 'hundred and ten' 

lafihela alyan hela ako 'one hundred and 

eleven' 

lanyihela alyan hela ako 'two hundred and 

one' 

lalyah hela lah 'one thousand and 

one hundred' 

lalyan hela lai^hela alyaA 'one thousand 

one hundred and 
ten' 

lalyah hela lahhela ,alyan hela ako 'one 

thousand one 
hundred and 
eleven' 

It ia alao poaaible to form numerals from 
'eleven' to 'nineteen' by adding 'Ic' with the 
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unit!. In such c«««s 'le' is prefixsd Co Che 
unite (see the suipla listed belov). These forms 
are found in addition Co Che regular numerals 
explained above. 

lenkuh 'eleven* 

lenyi 'twelve* 

leno 'fifteen* 

lexkoa 'nineteen* 

Multiples of thousand are formed by sdciitg 
lalyad '1000* with respective nuauerala. 
lalyad anyi *2000* 

lelyan hid '3000' 

lalyanlalyan *10000* 

The ordinal numeral (i.e., the numeral which 
indicstes 'which one' in the sequence) is formed 
by adding 'ni* to the basic nunersl. These nume¬ 
rals follow the headnoun. 

ayu snyint 'second man* 

myu hinnt 'third man' 

I 

pots taye 'first book* 

i 

pots tapint 'fourth book* 

pots tadoni 'fifth-book* 

pota nyixsdhela taye 'the 2let book' 
pota nyixadhala cayini 'the 22nd book* 


The numerals, one and multiples of 'tan* will 
not take 'ni' and instead taka 'he* to form 
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ordinal iiuaicial*. ' t\e' is in free variation 
wi ch ' e ' . 

laiie '100 th' 

bin xan h« 'JDth' 

Layc 'first' 

When 'aaye' is added to a numeral, ic will 

express the meaning 'each' as exeisptified below: 

liinyi Vt alyi lyinyi save da 

we (two) pos. pig two each exist 

'we (two) have two pigs each' 

/■ 

laolu Biilanja pen solin sayc bulakendo 
they all pen three each take-Tsod . 

'they all car cake three pens each' 

The lorn 'hemxkane'' is sdded to the adjective 

numeral to indicate how many fold ot the original. 

sika anye hemtkane 
this two fold 
'twice of this ' 

sika hiAe hemxkane 
this three fold 
' thrice of this' 

The collc;ctive numeral which indicates s set or 
subset is formed by adding 'xi' to the numeral 
adjective or quantifier. 

hime milahja xi 'all the boys' 
hisw.' hihe xi 'three of the boys' 

inolu tane xi 'some of theai' 

fhere are different lexical items to indicate 
Che fractions which vary depending on the shape 
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of the object. For exampls, if the object la a 
long one, - taCu 'half* la used. If the object 
la a round one, * pace 'half la used. Uncoun¬ 
table objecta take - tace 'half. Other frac- 
tiona ore derived fron the unit 'half. 

tacehe tace 'half of half - (i)' 

tacehekatacehekotace '1/6' * 

Nuaieral adjactivea are forved by adding 'xe/e* 
Cxe' ia in free variation with 'e') to the 
rcapective nunerala. 

mihi anye 'two wivea' 
wife two 

all bupe he 'four legs' 
leg four 

ude pehxekanuhe 'seven houses' 
house seven 

Classifiara 

When the outaerala are used as adjectives 
certain foms are prefixed to the nuaieral base 
to signal the classification of the referent in 
the conceptual categorixacion of nouns on the 
basis of shape, sixe, class, etc. They are called 
classifiers. There are two types of classifiers 
in Apacani. The first group belongs to the 
group explained above. The second group ia 
foriied by duplicating the final syllable of the 
noun and prefixing it to the numeral base and 
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signal a particular referent. The adjectives - 
-ny<] 'smaLl' and ~ro 'big' also take classifiers. 

Classifiers that Indicate the Shape, Size, 

Class, etc. of the Referents: 

There are twelve classifiers chat are used 
CO identify the shape, size, class, etc. of the 
referents. The generic nuaerals listed in the 
section on numerals are used with human nouns. 

The classifiers are given below alongwith examples 

'pyer' - This classifier indicates that the 

objects are very small in size. Hence, it occurs 

with nouns Like -lako 'button', taru 'ant', 

tami 'fly', toxa 'bedbug' emo 'paddy', sase 'ragi' 

sthx 'small stone', etc. 

tami pyece 'one fly* 
fly one 

esio pyernye 'two grains' 
grain two 

'pu' - This classifier indicates that the 
objects are globular/cylindrical. This occurs 
with nouns like ~ papu 'egg', yalah 'stone which 
is round in shape', putu 'bill', layi 'torch', 
muribil 'marble', motili 'bottle', rediyo 'radio', 
garo 'pillow', taro 'chillies (round in shape), 
etc. 

papu pue 'one egg' 
egg one 
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naribil punye 'cvo narbles' 
narbla two 

'so' - This classifier indicates that the 

objects are thin and long. This occurs with 

nouns like - yaso 'rope', tabu 'snake', ta«i 

'grass', kuau 'hay', kati 'match stick', tari 

'wire', potan 'pen', sagarate 'cigarette', etc. 

yaso soyc 'one rope' 
rope one 

tabu sonya 'two snakes' 
make two 

'ta' - This classifier indicates that the 

objects are flat and thin. Hence, this occurs 

with words like - yani 'leaf, xeta 'paper', 

sente 'plank', etc. 

yant teye 'one leaf 
leaf one 

xeta tanye 'two papers' 
paper two 

'tu' - This classifier is used tc quantify 

liquids. Hence, it occurs with containers like 

tula 'mug', sudu 'glass", etc. 

tula turc 'one mug' 

Bug one 

sudu tunye 'two glasses' 
glass two 

tuls tanyo 'small nug* 
mug small 
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'bu' - This im usvd Lo indicac** 

ch«f object i< biR in «i£e anti cyiiiidi it.dl 

i* shapa. Tlii» tuoiirs w’ifh nouna likit - bije 

"nanboo ’ , puiiye 'wdlUinjjt stick', xuciLa 'pillar 

tor housv coiia true t inn (i.i*., tK«t plllai 

tii.st upto Lli« ceiling >nf the hcHiac), Lucaii 

‘«,.pporting pillar at the sides ol the houae'. 

tjii 'pillar used under rhe house', atiaii 'pillar 

utd to Biak« the verar.dah ' , sari 'tree*, paga 

' 1 aw * , ate. 

aan-t lu.e 'ore tree' 
tree on« 

sYrah bunyc 'two pillar*' 
pillar two 

paga bim/o 'aaiall bcait* 
beam small 

'he' - This rlasailiKt indicates that the 
a'kjecta aie wade ol cloth. It ia ir tree varia* 

i 

ti.'o uirh ’ by.s' Ihia occurs with nouna like ~ abi 
panr*', r.ir» 'ahirl'. puiyc 'cloth', bompulye 
'anVer ' , er r 

piilye here one cioth' 
cloth one 

abi benye 'two pants’ 
pants two 

tan bero 'hie shirt' 
shirr b•g 

’ha - This claaaLficr i* uied to indii.ate 
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that the object i> round and flat. Thi* OLturs 

with nouns Like - ptlo 'moon*, crko 'rupee', 

talo 'round shaped plates used at the t iine of 

■Morung festival', stsa 'mirror', etc. 

talo baro 'big plate' 
plate big 

stsa bare 'one mirror' 

mirror one 

Calo banye 'two plates’ 

plate two 

'do' - This classifier indicates that the 

objects are either aninals or vehicles. Hence, 

it occurs with nouiie like - sihini 'cow' . subu 

'nithun', sibo 'buffalo', sThi 'monkey', gora 

'horse', pati 'tiger', stbih 'goat', Viogya 'lioi 

kus 'grasshopper' , soykolo 'cycle', b.ssgari 'bui 

jaji 'aeroplane', etc. 

subu dore 'one nithun’ 

nichun OHS' 

■ibo donye 'two buffaloes' 

• buf f alo two 

saykolo done 'two bi.y< les' 
eye 1e two 

'po' - This classifier occurs with nouns 

like - hapo 'tin container', sampo 'log', rano^ 

'bundle ol thread used by tailors' etc. 

tispo poye 'one Lin container 

tin container one 
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cano ponv€ ' tv/o bundle* 

bundle uT thread twu thread' 

'du' - 11119 clasaifier indicates that ih^ 

.••jftct is made uf oaniboi>. It#otcur9 ■/icti stH 

* ,;mDoo contain'/r’, etc. 

stir duvr 'yjie bwi.bcK} 

bamboo container one container' 

' pe' - Tliis clasailier occurs with noun* 
live “ ude 'house' ayu - 'stanza of a tradi¬ 
tional sons' «>rc. 

udo pchc 'on* house' 
huiiie one 

ayu pchy* 'two Blati2as of aonfr.' 
stanza two 

class ifier* Formed by Duplication: 

Tliis is found with certain nouns and in 

k ich instances the tinal syllable of the noun is 

I'lC I ii'ate«l and pret ixod to the n'-m«ral base. 

onry c* such nouns occur frequently in uaage. 

■tm exanples are cited below: 

anyan iiyshe 'one year' 

yfar on* 

alyi lyine 'two pins' 

piX two 

pLcah cjhinhe 'thr*« pots’ 

pot three 

pacu Clip* 'lour chicken' 

■l.icken tour . 
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p«ro runoVic 
hen five 

aro rox« 

norning >ix 

^ \ • 
p^ku kjkonuhe 

dove seven 

aki kipinyc 
dog eight 

neau aukoahe 
bran nine 

alye lyelyah 
door (.«» 

paku kulyanhcla 
plate eleven 

pano roDLxanhe 
hen twenty 

aki kinyo 
dog small 

alyi lyiro 
pig big 


'five hens’ 

'six nio 111 i ag a ' 
'seven doves' 
'eight dog*' 

'nine brans ' 

'ten doots' 
kue 'eleven plate* 
'twenty hens' 
'entail dog' 

'big pig’ 




Adjective 

There ie no separate class of words which 
are adjectives as such. TTieic arc certain varb 
which are used aA adjectives as veil, When th 
occur with nouns, they fallow the headnoun. kit 
Lha nuaeral adjective is also present, the n'ua 
ral adjective toilovs the qualifying adjective 

myu ay a 'good nan' 

man good 
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nyu aya «ku 'one good man' 

loan good ann 

8 auT oho ’tall tree* 

tree tall 

The dctenainers follow the adjective whan they 
occur with them 

nyu aya hi 'good man (reawte)’ 

■ua good det. 

aant oho ai 'tall tree (proxiaatc)' 

tree tall det. 


Verb 

Any word that can take tenae ie deeaad to 
be a verb in the present study An overwhelming 
majority of verbs is monosyllabic. Tn Apatani , 
Verbs are added to Che main verb to modify its 
inlierent meaning. Such verba arc called verb 
particles in the present work. There are ins- 
cancea where the same verb is used as the main 
verb and verb particles. Also, there are cases 
where separate items are used ae main verb and 
as verb particle. For example, the item - me 
'kill' is used whenever it is used as a main 
verb and the item - xi 'kill' ie used whenever 
it is added as a verb particle to modify Che 
main verb. Another interesting feature noticed 
is the contrast between non-proximal past and 
proximal past on the one hand and proximal 
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futuie and noD-proxinal future an the other 
There io riu copula verb. Thie existential verb 
has three variants da', 'du' and 'do' and the 
selection is luide on Che basis of the posture of 
the subject {i.e., whether in standing posture, 
or sitting posture or lying posture). The nega¬ 
tive iisniediately precedes the tense in t)ie foriaa- 
tion of finite verbs. Transitives are not dis¬ 
tinguished fton intrausItives thruugti separate 
otarketa. In other words, transitives are inhe¬ 
rent and nut derived. The predicate is nut 
narked for gender, number and person (to agree 
with the subject). There is a ualegoiy of verbs 
that are used as adjectives as well. 


Causative 

Tliose verba which provide the case frame 
for a causer and causee are called causative 
verbs. In such constructions the agent mani¬ 
fested aa thfe subject will be the causer of the 
action and the causee will be the performer of 
the action. There are verbs like - mefi 'kill' 
which have causative interpretation, though Che 
causative is not indicated at the TBorphological 
level Tliey ate lexical causatives and are non- 
produc civr. 
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Morpho log leu 11 y regular Jird productive lorn 
of causatives are lormed by adding 'keneii' ro 
the verb root Since there are no instance* of 
the sane fora or related item used in a similar 
semantic range, a detailed analysis of ctiis cau¬ 
sative rvarker was not possible In this study A 
sample is listed belov; 

harkeneh ’make to run' 

gokenen 'make to fly' 

menkeneh 'make to kill' 

I 

itni ihkeneh 'make to sleep' 

In the case of - irei 'sleep', it is noticed that 

the causative marker 'kenen' is added to the 
duplicated frrst syllable and as a result of 
sandhi, the alveolar nasal uridetgoes sssimilaLiun. 

It is also possible Co express the causative 
in such A way that the notion of the action per- 
fortaed by the causer (i.e., the agent who causes 
to initiate the action^ and causee (i.e., the 
agent who performs the action! could be expli¬ 
citly represented as exemplified below. In such 
constructions cauaee is manifested through the 
inatrumcntal case sign and causative suffix 'ko* 
is aaded to the verb. 

ho mo' lo aki mi mekoto 

1 he inst . dog acc. iearch-cau-p,t. 

'T siade hii* search the dog' 
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no md lo niks alyi mi roekoto 

h* in*t. I-g«n. pig «cc. ki11-cau-p.c . 
*1 made bim kill my pig* 

Iha Exiatectial Verb 

As already roencioned, the axiatanclal verb 

in Apacani apccitiea tha posture of referent. In 

the case of animate nouns, the posture at the 

time of speech act is indicated. If it is an 

inanimate object, then ch« posture is decided 

conceptually. The standing posture is expressed 

through the existential verb 'da'. 'da' sieans 

'stand* Cwhen used as s regular verb). 

so myu da 

here nan exist 

'hare is a nan (standing)' 

sxhinz ho da. 

cov chare exist 

'there is a cov (standing)' 

so alyi da. 

here pig exist 

'hare is a pig (standing)' 

kzle ho ri da. 

river loc. fish exist 

'there are fish in tha river' 

'do' which means 'sit' (when used as a regu* 

lar verb) is used as existential verb to specify 

the sitting posture. 

80 m>'u sko du. 

here man one exist 

'here is a man (sitting)' 


I 
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so ceyar du. 
here chair exist 
'here is a chair' 

ho rediyo du. 
there radio exist 
'there is a radio' 

bije 'bamboo', yaso 'cane', tanyi 'maize', etc. 
also take the existential verb 'du'. 

'do'which means 'lie' (when used as a regu¬ 
lar verb) is used as existential verb to specify 
the lying posture, 

so myu ako do. 
here man one exist 
'here is a owin (lying)' 

cebil do 
table exiat 
'there is a table' 

poten do 
pen exist 
'there is a pen' 

bajar ho hi do 

bazar loc. fish exist 

'there is fish in the market' 

inso putu puro puve do. 

here siountain big one exist 
'there is big nountsin' 

As mentioned earlier, the existential verbs are 
used to express possessive meaning and in Guch 
constructions, the presence of a poeseasive. 
noun phrase with the possessive relation with 
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th« v«rb Lf obligatory. Lxai»pl«ii are given 
be lov: 

ntka aban ki mihi hiiiehe du. 

1-gen. brother pos, wife three exist 

'iny brother has three wives' 

ksgo ki ami yanohe as. 

Kago pos. cat five exist 

'Kago has five cats' 

sika niyu ke ilyo sonye do. 

thia man pos. sword two exist 

'this isan haa two swords' 

The existential verbs take the tense like regular 

verbs. The negative of it is - nyt-ws ' imj ' . 

nio'^ k4 . aki nyzma 
he pcs. dog no 
'he has no dogs' 

ude ho ami nyznMi 

house luc. cat no 

'there is no cat in the house' 

As already stentioned, there is a class of verbs 

which can he used ns adjectives as well. Such 

verbs take the existential verb when used as 

adjective. 

inyii si j anl M do 
man det. fat exist 
'the man is fat* 

ihka alyi si atu do. 
that pig det. small exist 
'that pig IS smal1' 

The negative is formed by using ’nua’ ip tht- 
place of existential verb. 
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alyi atii n« 

pig a ma11 no 

'the pig is not smell* 

nonu ni ke kegint oho na 

our eco. gen. lender tall no 

'out leader le not tall* 

Verb Part icie 

In Apatani, verba are added to the main 
vrrb to awxitty itn inherent B»caaing. Such verbs 
are called verb particles. 

' 'A ' (ia«f ana 'climb') is added to the verb 
root to indicate that the subject is itwving up to 
pertorm the action identilied by the naiii verb, 
luca 'to Biova up to tell* 

mca 'to move up to do' 

faic.s 'to move op to give' 

'yi' ia added to indicate chat the aubjecc 

is BUivlng cown to perform the action Identified 
by the main verb. 

luyi to move dovn to tell' 

istyi 'to move dovn to do' 

biyi 'to TTiove down to give' 

imiyi 'to move down to sheep' 

'bo^' is added to indicate that the subject 
is moving on level ground to perform the act!?- 
identiiled by the main verb. 
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lubo'^ 

' move 

on 

level 

ground 

to 

tell 

aitbo'^ 

' move 

on 

level 

ground 

to 

do' 

bibo”^ 

'move 

on 

level 

ground 

to 

give 


'bi'Craeans '£ive')is added Co indicate that 
tha action la perforated for the sake of someone 
mImh . 

lubi 'say for the sake of soneone' 

Biibi 'do for Che sake of aooeoae' 

bibi 'give for Che sake of someone' 

'ciA' is added co indicate chat the subject 
knows how to perform the action he is engaged in. 
lucih 'know how to cell' 

fticih 'know how to do' 

bicih 'know how to give' 


•xe'’ 

is added 

to indicate the fa 

ilure in 

sing/ 

achieving 

Che object of an 

action. 

exe 

'mis 

s the aim (while 

shooting) ' 

Birxa'^ 

'do 

unsuccessfully ' 


aicxa'^ 

' sea 

rch unsuccessfully 

' 

' pyo ’ 

is added 

CO indictee chat 

the action 


is done by hiding. 


lupyo 

'say by hiding' 

mtpyo 

'do by hiding' 

bipyo 

'give by hiding 

ipyo 

'pros cicute' 
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'«?' is added to the main verb tc indicate 
that. Lhc atlion ia already over and not involved 
rn it any laore. 

asT 'coning is already over' 

nensi 'killing is already ov«r' 

bi8T 'giving i* already over’ 

'au' ia added to indicate the negative 

attitude or disapproval of the speaker towards 

the action idioiCified by the mam verb. 

■cnauto 'you kill but 1 don't approve 

it whole-heartedly* 

mo'inaune 'he vent though 1 requested 

he go-v.p.-p.C. him not to go’ 

no''luaune "ne told Chough 1 didn't 

he tell-v.p.-p.t. approve it who It-heartedly ’ 

insu 'go unwillingly' 

nrtau 'do unwillingly' 

'ain' is added to indicate the aimless 
nature oC action. 

luaiin 'just tell (something) without 

any aim or purpose' 

lumih 'just go (somewhere) without any 

aim or purpose* 

mmifi 'Just do (somctliiag) without any 

aim or purpose ' . 

' pyo'* IS added to express the cxcelleuty of 
the object of action. 
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dipya 'good to ^ac' 

Itjpyo 'Rood to tell' 

kapyo 'Rood to look at/iee' 

'ta* it adoed along, with *au' to indicate 
tnat tike action is done violating an order/ 
ins 1 1 iiL 1 1 on. 

inauta 'to go violating tl»« order' 

irrtauca 'to do Violating the order' 

luauta 'to fell violating the order' 

‘'tcah' la odded to indicate that the action 
ia continuing beyond the stipulated or given titir 
Lulcaf 'talk bayond the given iiiae' 

dikan 'ear beyond the given time' 

mxkan 'do beyond the allotted time' 

'xa' is added to indicate the persistent 

nature ot the action. 

luxa 'not Co give up talking in 

adverse circimatsnces' 

dtxa 'not give up eating in adverse 

circusastances ' 

MTxa 'not to give up working in the 

adverse c i rcitas taaces ' 

‘xt* is added to indicate that the propose 
of the action is realised. In such constriic- 
^ouB , the subject takes the dative case 


sign. 
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ntmi inxiti 

. te li-v . p . -p . t . 

‘1 realized chx purpose of hix telling' 

ni»t anxitT 
I-dac do-v p -p t. 

'1 realized th# purpose of his doing' 

’pyo"^' is added to indicate that Llic e^tion 
L» done first by the agent in comparison to 
others . 

lupyo^ ’ say first' 

inipycf 'go t irat' 

dipyo^ 'ear I irst ’ 

'pyi^ IS added to iiiciiL'ate Chat the action 
of the subject is degrading CO the listener or 
soaieone else. 

lupyu 'insult by telling* 

bipyu 'insult by giving' 

r.tpyu' 'insult by doing' 

■pye' is added to indicate the success in 

achieving the objective o£ the action. 

Rtpye 'to succeed in achieving thi 

objective ol doing' 

lupye 'to succeed in ocliievirg the 

objective of telling' 

isempye 'to succeed in schieving the 

objective of killing' 

'po^' is added to indicate that tha secion 



78/MORPHOLOCY 


is perfoimed using a short-cut aathod. 


lupo"" 

' say 

in a 

short 

cut way (briefly) 

, ^ 
impo 

'go 

through the 

short-cut' 

mi pc'" 

'do 

uaing 

the shortest method' 


'pu* is added to indicate chat Che action 

is done unknowingly and in the wrong way. 

tapu 'drink unknowingly which is 

wrong' 

lupu 'tell unknowingly which is wrong' 

spu 'cone unknowingly which is wrong' 

'pin' is added to convey a negative meaning 
while acolding etc., which is opposite of Che 


lexical meaning. 

lupin 

'continue to say (means should 
not continue to say)' 

mipih 

'continue to do (means should 
not continue to do)' 

bipiri 

'continue to give (means should 
not continue to give)' 

'bt' is 

used CO indicate the successful 

nature of the 

action identified by the verb. 

mibi 

'succeed in doing' 

lubi 

'succeed in telling' 

bibi 

'succeed in giving' 


'bi^' is added to indicate the certainty on 
the part of the speaker about the statement. 
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Ihii occurs vit'i proxinjc^ and proximate 

ioLurti. 

nnbT ' 'do certainly' 

lubT cell certainly' 

bibt^ 'give certainly' 

'bo' j.k added to indicare the act of juinlii|^^ 
sharing with others in perfonaing an action 

mibo 'jo in/share with others in doing' 

dibo' 'join/share with others in eating' 

bibo'^ 'join/share with others in giving' 

'din' is added to indicate that the action 
ij done 1 n tent loiia 11> . 

Taendrn 'kill intentionally' 

ludrh 'say intentionally' 

bidrii 'give intentionally' 

'ti' is used co indicate the repetitive 
natute of the action. 

luti 'repeat telling* 

niti 'repeat doing' 

bici 'lepeaL giving' 

'rer' is added to indicate that tha actior 

is dona to make someone to part with tha action/ 

habit he is engaged in. 

Inter ‘tell to ntae e to part with 

certain action engaged in' 
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■iTtRr 'do to make tu part with certain 

action enRaged in' 

biter 'give to nake to part with 
certain action engaged in' 

'ci' ia,added to Indicate that the action 
is carried out as a preventive ateaaure. 


niti 

'do as 

a preventive measure' 

loci 

'aay as 

a preventive oMaaurc' 

canti 

'drink 

as a preventive measure 


'kiA' is used to indicate that the action 
is done as a denonstration. 

mikiiH 'show bow to do* 

dtkin 'demonstrata how to eat* 

bikin 'demonstrate how to give' 

'kuc' is added to indicate the reversing 
the process of action. 

kakur 'look back* 

harkur 'tun bock' 

Or, it nay denote, going back to the sane action, 
imi ikur 'alcep again' 
dikur 'eat again' 

'kum' ia added to indicate Che collective 
involvement in an action. 'pa' is also added to 
Che duplicated varb root. 

dtkun dips 'eat collectively' 


1 
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takum tapa 'drink collectively' 
bikum bipa 'give colleclJively ' 

‘gT* !■ added to indicate the change of 
place or puaition. 

dugi' 'Lhange aitcing poeition* 

gxgi' 'change lying t>oaition' 

dxgx change eating poaition 

'gu' ia added to indicate the change over 

trom one Item to another. 

liigu ‘t'hange frum one topic to another 

while talking' 

■rrgu 'cliangc iron one work to another 

while working' 

bigu 'change from one iten to another 

while giving' 

'go'* la added to indicate that the subject 
has surpassed suacone in the action. 


ingo'’ 

' surpass 

ir 

going' 

rigo"' 

'surpass 

in 

doing' 

bigo' 

' Murpuax 

in 

giving' 


‘gi* is added to indicate the guiding or 
instructing nature of Che action. 


iiigt 

•guide 

in 

going' 

migt 

'guide 

in 

doing' 

bigt 

'guide 

in 

giving' 


'gyo' is added to indicaca that the 
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b«nc£actor is obliged to return the action. 

migyo 'do something so as the benefactor 

is obliged to return the action 
by doing something for him' 

lugyo 'say soaiething so as the benefac¬ 

tor is obliged return the action 
by telling something tor him’ 

ihgyo 'go somewhere so as the benefactor 

is obliged to return the action 
by going for him’ 

'gyo* is added to indicate the mixing of 
two or more items in performing the action. 

digyo** 'eat mixing two or more items' 
lugyo' 'tell mixing two or more topics' 

mrgyo do mixing two or more iteoa 

'gya' is added to indicate that the action 
is done unknowingly. 

tangya 'drink unknowingly' 

lugya 'tell unknowingly' 

Bgya 'come unknowingly' 

'gogi' IS added to indicate that the action 
indicated is a pending one. 

niTgogi 'do something that ia pending' 

lagogT 'tell aomething that is pending' 

bigogT 'give aomething that is pending' 

'■ft'o' is added to indicate that the action 


is done in advance. 
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lunyo 

'tell in advanca' 

iayo 

'ko in advanca' 

b imyo 

'give in advance' 

N ^ ^ 

'mill' i« u»ed t.o inUizxtii Chat tbe fubj«cc 

La successful Ln compecinK in the action Ideoti- 

fieJ by the 

verb. 

drain 

'coae out suLcatalully in eating 
coapecIt ion' 

luxnin 

'coae out auccesafully in Calking 
coapetition' 

b i m i n 

’coae cot Buccestfully in giving 
conpelition ' 

1 • 'i . 

no 11 

used to iiulicate the stoppage of an 

action identifiad by rh« v«rb. 

luno’ 

'stop calking' 

mino^ 

'scop doing* 

bino' 

'stop giving' 

'nya' is added aa an emphatic narkcT aftcT 

the ispect wtarker. 

c andimy 

a 'already drinking' 

ortdunya 

'already doing* 

bidunya 

'already giving' 

ludiiuya 

'already telling' 

'lu' it 

added to indicate that the action 

laif avourab ly 

affected another action. 
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lulu ' Koaiftthing was spoiled because of 

talk' 

• 

nrtlu 'some action was affected unfavour¬ 

ably because of another action' 

bilu 'some action was affected unfavour^ 

ably because of giving* 

'lo' ia added to indicate the object of the 

action ia Taoving down as a result of the action. 

palo 'cut down the branches of a tree 

so as to go down* 

rilo 'throw so that the abject will 

go down* 

'la' is added to indicate chat Che subject 
ia an expert in the action identified by the 
verb. 

lula 'speak in skilful irtanncr' 

mil a 'work in skilful isanner' 

rila 'throw in skilful manner' 

'lyo'- IS added to indicate that the action 
is done in an improper manner. 

drlyo 'eat in an improper manner' 

ilyo 'go in an Improper manner' 

bilyo 'give in an improper manner' 

'lyah' is added to indicate that the action 
is done to rectify something when it is not in 
sound condition. 
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nilysn 'r*pair' 

lulyan 'tell to imakc soaething alright' 
bilyah 'give to aakc soaething alright' 
paLyah 'cut to inake soiaething alright' 


'ru' 

is 

added to indi 

Leal 

te the 

difficulty in 

eying 1 

out 

the action identified 

by the verb. 

lucu 


'difficult 

to 

cell’ 


diru 


'difficult 

CO 

eat 


nrru 


'difficult 

Co 

do' 


b iru 


•difficult 

to 

give * 


' re' 

is 

added to indi 

Lcal 

:e that 

the action 

performed 

excessively. 





lure 'tell in excess' 

mxru 'do in excess' 

hire 'give in excess' 

'rah' is added to indicate the continuity 
of Che action. 

lurah 'continue to tell' 

mrrah 'continue to work' 

irah 'continue to walk' 

'sa* is added to indicate Chat the action 
is done in a place away from both the speaker 
and hearer. 

lusa 'tell in a distant place' 

'kill in a distant place' 


mensa 
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tnt&j ' du ill u Jiacsnt place' 

'hifi' is added ro indicate tli« involvement 
u£ an entire set in performing an action. 


mfhifi 

'entire sat 
working' 

is 

involved 

in 

1 uhin 

'entire set 
talking' 

i s 

involved 

i n 

bihifi 

'entire set 
giving' 

1 s 

involved 

in 

' joW>' 

is added to indicare that 

the 


is perfonaed following another ain 

inionio 'follow stmeone in walk 

.ujoMi.' 'follow simeune in talk 

mrjowc 'follow sookcone in action' 

'pa' is added to indicate that suseona is 
reminded of something through the action identi¬ 
fied by the verb. 

lupa 'remind by talVlng' 

mtpa 'looLiad by doing' 

bipa • 'leuiuJ by giving' 

'pa' is added to denote Cho notion of 
getting rid of aonteune/sosirthing through the 
action performed. 

ncmpa' 'get rid of by hilling' 

ioipa' 'sat rid at by going' 

lupa' 'get rid by telling' 
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mipa' 'il«t rid by doing' 

'pa'' ia ijaed to indicat« Che action of in- 
sulring sotnoon* tlirougli action perforated. 


1 upa^ 

'insult 

by telling' 

inpa' 

’ insult 

by going' 

mtpa 

' insult 

by doing' 

■pya' 

18 added to 

express the act of return 


ing the debt through the action identified by 
the verb. 

lurpya 'return the debt by doing' 

Lupya 'retuiTi the debt by telling' 

iiapya 'return the aebc by going' 

'reV i< added cc indicate the defensive 

nature of the action. 

iutvr 'defend by talk' 

bite'r 'defend by giving' 

urice^r 'defend by action' 

'tu' is added to Indicate that the action 
is perforned to stop Koaietliing or soiaeone. 
mitu 'atop by doing' ' 

latu 'atop by catching* 

lutu 'acop by talking' 

'tin' ie added to indicate that the action 
is done to obstruct or to stop someone .force¬ 
fully . 
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iMLiii ' obiitriict/stop forcelullv by 

&uiiiv ' 

lutin 'cvbstrucL/jitop fnrrrfully by 

Le1]ing ' 

bltia ’obatruct/Btop forcefully by 

givlna’ 

'cc' is added Lo indicate the action ot 
breaking soeiethiag into pieces through the action. 


pace 

'break 

into 

pieces 

by 

cutting' 

dace 

' break 

into 

pieces 

by 

beating' 

rice 

'break 

into 

pieces 

by 

throwing’ 

'ka' Is 

added to 

indicate the 

act of check 


ing or testing looieone. 

dtka 'check/test by eating' 

luka 'cbcck/test by telling' 

bilca 'chcck/test by giving' 

'du' is added tu indicate the act of des- 
cryoing soneChing through the action identified 
by the main verb. 

nrrdu' 'destroy by doing' 

dandu" 'destroy by beating' 

psdu' 'destroy by cuLtinx' 

'mi' is added to indicate the act putting 
out the fire through the action identified by 
the main verb . 

dani 'put out the lire by beating' 
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rrwi 

'put out 
water' 

the 

f ire 

by 

pouring 

1 amt 

'put out 

the 

fire 

by 

s t amping ' 

' Inn' 

it used CO indicate the 

act of 


lrii{ht**ninj{ Eoweonr throuth the action idanti- 
liad by the Min verb 

liihih 'chreateci by telling' 

mrliin 'threacca by doing’ 

lalim 'threaten by catching* 

'\t' in added LJ indicate the act of killing 
• I'nurtiiiiig or ho»eonc throjgh the action of 
identified by the aaln Verb 

pa.\i 'iill by cutting' 

«xi 'kill by ahoocing' 

xixi • 'kill by boiling' 

' XTri' IS added to indicate the act of keep¬ 
ing ain'ay from an action becauae of the adverse 
experience . 

dixiii 'atop aating because of sosie 

adverse ellect’ 

ihxiri 'stop going becua' of sooe 

adverse experience' 

luxiii 'atop talking because of aone 

adverse experience. 

'pya''* ia added In indicate the cause of 


happening or action. 
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'becauae of goin^' 
mipya' 'beciuae of Bleeping' 

■ipya' 'bocauea of working' 

Raduplicated Verbs: 

There are certain noods which are expressed 
through teduplicacioQ where the nood narkers are 
added Co verb root and the duplicated one. 

'si ... ha' - To express the difficulty 
involved in perforoing an action identified by 

I 

the verb, 'si ... ha' is added as la the fallow¬ 
ing: 

luBi luha ' ..fficult to tell' 
cell-on tell-m 

inai inha 'difficult to go' 

go-n go-B 

'cu ... po' - To express the diacontinoous 

nature ot aa action 'tu' is added to the verb, 

followed by 'po' alongvich its reduplicated fom. 

intu impo 'go halting at different 

go-B go-B points' 

lutu lupo 'talk breaking at different 

points' 

'kaye ... kaye' - To express the inter- 
auCCent nature of an action 'kaye' is added to 
die verb root, followed by 'kaya' added to ica 
reduplicated fom. The reduplicated verb Cakca 
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the netative in addition to 'kaye'. 

luka kaye luaa kaye 'intenaittant 

'tell-B. tall-neg. m. narration* 

ntdo huka kaye nrtdo huna kaye 

rain fall m. rain fall-neg. m. 
’intermittent rain* 

'gyo ... lyo* - To express the nixed (l.e., 

separate group identity is not kept) nature of 

an activity. 'gyo' is added to the verb root 

followed by 'lyo' added to the reduplicated verb. 

Bxgyo art lyo 'mix in doing* 

do-« do-® 

dugyo dulyo 'nix in sitting' (boys and 

sit-in sit-m girls sitting together 

without keeping group 
distinction) 

bigyo bilyo 'mix in giving' 

give-m give-m , 

'ce ... ye* is added to the verb and its 
reduplicated form to express the meaning 'break* 
and the verb to which it is added denotes the 
way of doing it (i.e., by 'hitting', by 'staiap- 
ing', etc.). 

kice kiye 'break by hitting' 

gace gaye 'bre'ak by squeezing' 

iiyece nyeye 'break by chewing* 

'pe ... ae'-ia added to the verb and ita 
reduplicated fona respectively, to indicate the 
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meaning 'disperse' and the verb to which it ia 
added indicates the way of doing it ii.e., by 
celling, or by giving, etc.). 

hipe lose 'disperse by telling' 

mtpe mtse 'disperse by doing' 

btpe btse 'disperse by giving' 


Tea»e 

Four-fold distinction is found in Apatani 
tense system. They are non-proxinai past, 
proximal past, non-proxiina 1 future and proximal 
future. Tliere is no marker Co indicate the 
present tense found in languages like Hindi and 
English. 

Non-proxinal Past: 

« 

An action performed at a remote past in 
reference to tba time of speech act is said to 
be in non-proxit7»al past. Non-proxinal past is 
indicated through 'co/ce/ne' Vhen the subject 
IB in firet person and the place of action is in 
the proximity of the speaker, 'to' is used. If 
the subject is in first person and the place of 
action is away from the speaker 'ce' is used. 

The place of action referred here, refer to the 
place of action identified by the verb in the 
proposition of the speaker. 
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lio blL«j. 

I give-p.t. 


I’lj bite . 

1 liive-p.t. 


'I gave (acunifthi iig ) (in a 
place prnxioMtv to the place 
Iron where he ia making the 
scateiiMint) ' 

'I gave (aoTTMfthing) (in a 
place remote to the place 
Iron where he is making the 
statement)' 


Ihc distinction of proximate Vs. ri^mot« is found 


only when the subject is in first person and 

verb 18 in non-proxincaI past. Otherwise 'ne' ia 

used to indicate the non-pruximal past without 

making any deictic distinction. 

mo'ayanc 'he was good' 

he goud-p.t. 

no' bine- 'he gave' 

you give-p.l. 

iBo^ lune . 'he said* 

he say-p.L. 


Proximal Past: 

An action performed at a period of time 
cnat is proximate to the speech act is said to 
be proximal past. Tnis Is unmarked and tha varb 
root alone is used to indicate proximal past. 

ho lu- '1 said* 

1 say 

mo bi. 'ht gave ' 

he give 

ho in■ 

I go 


'T went' 
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mo'' du- 'shi stood' 

■h« itard 

Non-proxinal Futura: 

An action Co be perforsad in tha distant 

future in reference to tha speech act is said to 

be non-proximal future. The non-proxinal future 

is marked by 'ci'. 

ho luci- *1 will say' 

I say-f.t. 

mo' kill 'ha/ahe will kill' 

he/she kill-f.c. 

mo'' inci. 'he/she will go' 
he/she go-f.t. 

Proxinal Future: 

An action to be started in the proximate 

future in reference to the speech act is said to 

be proximal future. 'lyi' is the marker for 

indicating Lise proximal future. 

ho luLyi> 'I will say' 

I aay-p.f. 

aw'mtlyi 'she/he will do' 

he do-p.f . 

mo' ilyi. 'he/she will go' 
she/he go-p.f. 

Aspect 

Aspect denotes the manner in which the actior 
identified by the verb is regarded or experienced 



APAIANI GRAMMAR/95 


Progressive: 

The durstive nature or continuity of ait 
action is said to be progressive aspect. This 
may be either past or future 'do' is «dd«d along- 
with the tense marker to indicate the progresaiva 
aapecc. 


ludo 

'was 

talking (proximal)' 

lulyido 

'wi 1 1 

be calking 

(proximal)' 

1 unedo 

'was 

talking (non-proximsl)' 

bicido 

'wi 1 1 

he giving 

(non-proximal)' 

sndo 

' was 

doing Iprox 

1 ma 1) ' 


Perfect. 

An action that is completed ia regarded as 
perfect aspect. 'ku' la added alongvith the 
cense aarker. 

luneku 'has said (non-proxiaal)' 

biku 'has given (proximal)' 

■tku 'bas done (proximal)’ 

Comp letive: 

When the objective of an action is completed. 
It IS regarded as a cmapletive aspect. This 
refers to the object of the action. For example, 
ufi«n the subject decides to read a book and when 
he finishes the reading of the entire book, it 
is deeoied sa a case of completive aspect. 'js' 

IS added to the verb to indicate the completive 
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aspect. 

Bo''luj«ne 'he finished reading' 

he finiih-aep.-p.t. 

no'o' ai bijane 
be beer acc. giv«-a*p.-p.t. 

'he cotapleCed the giving of beer* 

iQo''iaxjanc 'he cnnpleted the work' 

he do-aap.-p.c. 

Semi-coopletive: 

When half o£ the objective of an action is 
perforned/cosipleted, it is senii-conpecive. 'ho*' 
is added to the v«rb to indicate seoi-conplwtive 
aspect. 

Rxaone 'did half of it' 

luhone 'read half of it' 

bihone 'gava half of it' 

Inceptive: 

The beginning o£ an action is said to be 
inceptive aspect. This ia Indicated using 'ri'. 
birine 'started to give' 

■irine 'began to do' 

lurine 'began to tell' 

Habitual: 

An action that ia repeated alnost regularly 
at regulac intervals of tinw is said to be habi¬ 
tual aspect. This aspect ia indicated by the 
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tn-irkor 'nyu' added CO c^»« main verb. 


mnyo 

'work 

habitually' 

inyo 

'go habitually' 

luayo 

•tell 

habitually' 

binyo 

’ give 

habitually' 


Mood 

Mood exprefeAee the ipeaker's attitude towards 
the perforcance of the action. 

Vi 11ingness: 

The willingness on the part of the subject 

in performing the action is expressed by adiiiag 

'nan' to the iiain verb. 

no man do. *1 are willing to go' 

1 go-m. exist 

mo'KOnsn do. 'he is willing to kill' 
he kill-s\. exist 

mo^lu binan do. 'they are willing to give' 
they give-*, exist 

Possibility: 

The possibility of the occurrence of oa 

action is expressed by adding 'todo/aedo' to the 

main verb. This is s conbinution of sinple past 

md Che existential verb. 

eido hunedo. 'it may rain* 

rain rain-p.t. exist 

gari anedo- 'the bus may come' 

bus corae-p.t. exist 


I 
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no ito do- 'I may go' 

1 go-p.t. exiHC 

no lyoco do. 'you nvay jump’ 

you jurap-p.t. exist 

Suggeicive: 

The speaker auggeata to do the action 

collectively alongwich the hearer(a). To express 

this, 'sa' is added Co the verb. 

Aunu bijeho inaa. 'let us go to bazar* 

we bajar-loc. go-si. 

hunu alyl rai mensa. 'let us kill the pig’ 
we pig-acc. kill-m. 

Capability: 

Indicates the ability of the agent in per¬ 
forming the action identified by the verb, 'ken' 
is added to the verb to indicate this mood. 

ho putu cakeh do* 'I can climb Che hill* 

I hill climb exist 

mo'alyi mi nenkeh do.'he can kill the pig* 
he pig acc. ki11-ra. exist 

mo'^ lukeh do. 'he can tell' 
he tell-n. exist 

Obligation: 

Expresses the boligstion on the part of the 
doer of the action in performing the action. 

' lo' ia added to indicate this okood and ia added 
alongwich thi simple future tense. 
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no nicilo- '1 nust do' 

1 do-£ . t. “Tn. 

Hko lucilo. 'he nmat tell* 

he tell-f,C 

fio Lncllo 'I must go' 

I go-f.t.-m. 

Peniisiiive: 

When the hearer ii given penaission to do 
the action expreaaed by the verb, 'ti' is used 
along with the imperative marker to indicate 
it. The emphatic marker (?) 'ka' also occurs 
alongwith it. 

inetrke '(you) can go' 

mehetika '(you) can kill' 

luAetika '(you) can tell' 

Ihe negative of this is forsoed by adding 'yo' 
alongwith the emphatic aiarker 'ka'. In such 
constructions both the imperative marker and 
the permissive marker are replseed by 'yo' which 
is also used as prohibitive marker. 

iyoka '(you) are not permitted to go" 

meyoka '(you) are not permitted to kill' 

luyoka '(you) are not permitted to tell' 

Jhen a third person is given permission, through 
the hearer (second person) then the nan whom 
permission is granted (third person) will appear 
as object and 'krneh' is added to the verb 
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aionitwith Lhe Isip^raLive markeL 'to'. 

rno'^rai InkxnonLu 'let hiai ^o' 
h« acc. go-n.-irap. 

ino'rai alyi mi jobrktnfcnto 
he acc. pig acc. cake-ni.-imp. 

'let bim Lake the pig' 

nj'ni lukxneatO' 'let him Lell' 
ha acL, tell-m. -imp. 

T>je negative is formed by replacing 'to' by 'yo'. 
Hence the permissive marker does not undergo any 
cliange as in the earlier case. 


mo* 

ni 

lakinehyo 

'don't 

allow him 

1 o 

he 

acc . 

take-m.-neg. 

cake ’ 



mo' 

tni 

i okineiSyo. 

'don ' t 

allow him 

to 

he 

acc. 

go~« -neg. 




nw' 

mi 

lukinehyo 

' don ' t 

allow him 

to 

he 

acL. 

tell-m.-neg. 

tell ' 




someone wants to get periuissiun for a third 
person, then the interrogative is formed by add¬ 
ing ' pe a' ill the place of 'to'. In natural 
conversation, 'pe a' is realited as 'pyu'. 

'pe a' occurs alongwith the noii-pioxiraal futjrr 
aa seen in the following examples. 

inkinefic ipya? 
he acc. go-« -f.L.-int. 

'do (you) allow him to go' 

roo'^mi lukinehc ipy a? 

he acc. te1l-m.-s.f.t -iut. 

'do (you) allow him to tell' 



apatani GRAMHAK/101 


rao' mi bilcinehcipya? 
he acc. give-m.-s.f.c inc. 

'do (you) allow him to giv«’ 

When the request is made in first person, 'p«' 
alone is added with the permissive marker. The 
word - ice 'little' is used to indicate polite¬ 
ness . 


rrimi 

i c« 

inkxnempe 'may I 

go' 

I-acc, 

little 

go-tn . - int. 


nimi 

i c« 

luktner>pA. 'nay I 

tell • 

I-acc. 

little 

Cel 1-ni. -int - 


htmi 

i ce 

mtktneinpc 'may T do ( 

it)’ 

I-acc. 

little 

do-m -int. 



Imperative 

The imperative sentence is chat which 
expresses comcuind or instruction and it is 
nasociated with second person. In Apatani two 
torm* are used to form imperatives. Alien the 
hearer is in proximity or the proposed place ot 
action IS ill proximity (with reference to tna 
speaker) when 'to' la added to the verb to fori* 
imperative. 

'giv* water (proxiir.at a) ' 

yasi bito 
water give-imp- 

apih d-tLo 'eat rice (proximate)' 

rice eac-imp. 

o' tanto 'drink bker (proximate)' 

beer drink-inrp. 
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Ulifen the hearer Is avay from rhe speaker or the 

proposed place of action is away from the speaker 

then 'he' is added to Che verb to form imperative 

yasi bine 'give water (remote)' 

water give-irip. 

apin dine 'eat rice (renote)' 

rice aat-imp. 

o'' tahe 'drink beer (remote)' 

beer drink-imp. 

To express politeness, the adverb - ice 'little' 

is used and it appears before the verb. 

ice dito 'please est' 

little eat-imp. 

ice mine 'please do' 

little do-is^>. 

'xlhen requests are made for things/for action and 
Lf the result of it is directly concerning Che 
speaker, then 'pe' is added to the verb to form 
isiperetivcs. Here also, the proxisiate, remote 
contrast is maintained. If it is proximate to 
the speaker, then it is unmarked, becauee 'pe' 
does not give any signal regarding deixis. 

bipe 'give mu (for me) (proximate)' 

lukopc 'tell me (for me) (proximate)' 

If Che hearer or place of action is sway from 
the speaker and the result of the action is 
concerning the speaker himself it is expressed 
using the respective markers 'yu* (for remoteness) 
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ard '' (tor rhe benetactor of the actioa). 
biyupe 'give ne (for ■«) (reinorel' 

lukoyupe 'teii dm (for ■«) (remote)' 

Prohibitive 

This if ufed to prohibit the hearer fron an 
action, he if to engage in. This if marked by 
adding 'yo* to the verb. No contrast on proxi¬ 
mity Vs. resKiteness is ■aintained in prohitivea. 
miyo 'don't do' 

loyo 'don't tell' 

biyo ' dor ' t give' 

Interrogative 

TVie interrogative nay be either a yea/no 
quevtion or wh-queation. The yaa/no queations 
are formed hy adding 'ha' to the end of A sen¬ 
tence, vrhich ia a ftatencnL. 

ude ho alyi da ha' 

houae loc. pig exist int. 

'are there pigs in the house' 

ude ho alyi nylaa ha? 

house loc. pig no int. 

'are there no piga ia the houae' 

sikasi nika ude ha* 
this your house int. 

'is this your house' 

no"' aji ho mrdu ha? 

you field loc. work-exiat int. 

'do you work in the paddy field' 
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Wh-quescionft are forsed uaing the interrogative 
pronouns (See, section on pronouns) as in the 
examples below: 

inks ayu si hu7 'who is that aan* 
that Ban det. who 

huna ntka ajih7 'who la your friend' 
who you friend 

nika anayan ni htla? 
your name what quo. 

'what is your name' 

nthx neka ude? 'which is your house* 
which your house 

no' nido aku? 'when did you coma' 

you when cone-per. 

no' noho inte7 'whara did you go' 
you where go-p.t. 

nitasipa oo ane'? 'how did he come* 
how he cone-p.t. 

nihe banne do niki? 

how many sisters exist you-pos. 

'how xany sisters you have' 

humi no' dance he? 'whom did you beat’ 
wtion you beat-p.c. int. 

sika po^a ai hukx? 'whose book is this' 
this book dec. whose 

nxha yasi do inso? 
how nuch water exist there 
'how such water is there* 

hupa sika penail ai atitt? 
for whuB this pencil det. kaep-p.t. 

‘for whoa are you keeping this 
pencil' 
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ixultoki ai’ica redio si jobiti? 

[rou who Cilia radio det. buy-p.L. 

'frow who yoo hnuj^ht this radio' 

huka aRinho no” apin didu* 

vho-po3. with you cice eat-exist 

‘with whon you take rice" 

nrlo no” lani ttdu? 

with what you tree cut-exiat 
'with what you cut the tree' 

iwhokt no” »i mi latt? 

from where you cattle act. catch-pC. 
'where did you catch the cattle' 


Tag Questions 

Tag questions are formed by adding certain 
string of word* at the end of the statBiacnts. If 
the statcrwint i* in the positive, a negative 
fonn also will appear in the tag question part. 
Ihc string 

hila ma ha e”na 
quo neg-qae tag 

i* added at the end, when the statement is in 
positive. 

mo” nrvu ava akn, h4Ia ava ha e6a? 

he man good one quo. neg. que. teg. 

'he I* a good nwin, i^in't he* 

no” ado, htla ma e ena”' 

you corte-cxist quo. r t£ nue. tag. 

'you are coming, aren you' 

nio”inc, htla me ha eha? 

he go-p.c. 'quo. neg. que. tag. 

'he went, didn't heV 
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Uhen the preccdlcg stalenent is in negative, in 
Che folloving tag question part Che negative will 
not appear and the string used in such instance 
is 

hila peya 
quo. tag. 

no'' adista hila peya? 

you cooe-neg. quo. tag 
'you are not cooing, are you* 

no'’ ima hxla peya? 
he go-neg. quo. tag 
'he did not go, did he* 

We have already seen the yes/no questions. When 
chey art answered either in negative or affinoa- 
civB, an indicative (statement) follows it as in 
the following: 

no'oho do hsT 'is he call/' 
he Call exist quo. 

xh, mo'oho do. 'yes, he is tali' 
yes he tall exists 

Be, no'oho na. 'no, he is not till' 
no he tsll neg. 

no'oho as hs7 'is he not tsll' 
he tsll aeg. quo 

in, no'oho na. 'yes, he is not tsll' 

yea, he tsll neg. 

ns, mo'oho do. 'no, he is tsll* 
neg.he tall exist 

BO ski du hs? 'is the dog here' 
here dog exist que. 
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nyioui, so 

ski 

nyiata. 

neg. 

here 

dog 

neg. 

'no. 

there 

is no 

dog here' 

hila 

ha 


'is it like char' 

quo. 

que. 



TO 

hila 


'yea, it is' 

yes 

quo. 




Nagation 

Ncgaciva aentencaa are fonoed uaing either 
tite negative verb 'na' or 'nyiaa*. The selection 
of Lhea la decided by the verb occurring with it. 

Bcutencea are negated by adding 'ma* at 
the end of the sentence vhareaa exiacencial sen¬ 
tences are negated using 'nyina*. 

inks nyini si nika aji* ma- 

that lady det. my friend neg. 

'that lady is not my friend* 

insi alyi na< 
this pig neg. 

*Chis is not a pig* 

noways ma. 
he good neg. 

'he is not good* 

Bo^ aya mane• 
ha good no-p.t. 

'he was not good' 

alyi aft sis. 

pig small neg. 

'pig is not amalI' 
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TTiore ho k-tle nyima 
fore«t loc. river neg. 

'there are no rivers in the forest' 

310'”ki aki nyima 
he pos. dog neg. 

'be has no dog’ 

When a verb is present in the sentences the nega¬ 
tive is fcmed hy adding 'ma' Co the siain verb 
of Che sentence. In such cases, Che tense inaiker 
fol ICTY'S the negative. 

ihka nyraz hr nyu mi laLumaae 
that woman det. man acc. catch-neg.-p.t. 
'that woman did not catch the man* 

too' imimane 
iie ■ Leep~iieg. ~p. t. 

'he did not sleep' 

nK>‘'biniane 
he give-neg .-p.C. 

'he did not give' 

Interjectioa 

Interjections are purely 
iiave no referential content, 
used Co initiaCe an utterence 

e 

trails are listed below: 

'ktje' IS used co draw the attencion o£ the 
hearer. Phis usually occurs with suggestive 
cons true cions. 

kije, alyi mi oensa 'come on, let us 
int. pig acc. kill-sug. kill the pig' 


eniotic words which 
It is occasionally 
The inCerjec- 
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kijr c' rans.T. 'conr on, let ua 

iiU . beer drir.k-9u|c. drink beer’ 

ktje jiro ho insa. 'cyioe on let us to 

int. Ziro loc. go-sug. to Zirn' 

\ 

'I* is used by the speaker to express his 
surpri«e 

'in' is used by the hearer to respond to 
tho speaker when engaged in conversation. 

'u' i* used to express disappointment when 
lie is unsuccessful in his endeavour and when 
R<:wne thing is lost. 

'a' IS u.aed by the speaker to get response 
trars the hearer . 

Adverb 

Faere are sentential adverbs and non- 
sentential adverbs that are contrasted at the 
tmrphn1ogica1 level. The sentential adverb 
tdiich <|ualifies the sentential prnposifion is 
BBr<ad by 'da' whereas the non-sentential 
adverbs sre marked by 'pa'. The adverb marker.5 
are added to quality verbs (verbs that dearribea 
Lh« quality ol a person or thing like - aya 
'nice') to form adverbs. 

oyipada 'suddenly' 

ktranda frequently' 
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kamipa 'lastly' 

htbdpa 'nex t' 

Hanner Adverb: 

This indicates the manner of an action 
being performed. 

ayapa 'nicely' 

nyibyapa 'quickly' 

Time Adverb: 

Thia indicates the timo of action or the 
occurrence of an event Identified by the verb. 

In Che (ollovlng, iteraa are listed that are used 
to indicate temporal locations. KTieo they occur 
in combination with other items, the initial 
vowel is deleted. 



arc 

'morning' 



alo 

■day' 



alih 

'evening’ 



ayo 

'night' 



anyan 

' year * 


'i4iea the 

t empo r ai 

rafarenca is made to 

that day 

on which 

speech ac 

c takes place, then, 

-si 

'this' is 

prefixed 

to the above items, 

the word 

initial vowel of the following word is 

deleted 

as a rcsu 

It of fus 

run of elements. 



ailo 'today (this day)' 


'today morning (this morning)' 


s iro 



APATAMl GRAMMAR/111 


■ilin ’today evening (this evening)' 

sLyc 'today night (ctiia night)' 

sinyan 'this year’ 

Mien the tenporal reference is to a day just 
previous to the day of speech act, then 'bi* is 
prefixed to the above items. As a result of the 
fusion, the word initial vovel is deleted, 
biln 'yesterday (previous day)' 

biro 'last nwming (previous morning)' 

bilin 'last evening (previous evening)' 

biyo 'laat night (previous night)' 

binyah 'last year (previous year)' 

It is also possible to loru participial construc¬ 
tions like the foIlo^^ing; 

inekuni aaya 'last year' 

go-p.t.-asp.-nom. year 

inekuni pxlo 'last nonth' 

ga~p.t.-asp,-nom. month 

i/hen the temporal reference is to a day just 

after the day of speech act then 'arda' is uaed. 

Here 'arda' itself stands for 'tomorraw' and 

imlike the otner forms discussed just above, 

further specifications is made adding then with 

the genitive form of 'arda'. But deletion of 

the genitive marker is optional. 

arda 'tomorrow' 

arda (ka) aro 'tomorrow morning' 
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arda (ka) alin 'Lomorrow evening’ 

arda (ka) ayo ' tuvorrixw night* 

Ihe fora 'konda* aleo is used in the meaning 
'toBorrow morning'. When reference is raade to a 
day Chat ia two days back of the day of speech 
act, then 'ko* is prefixed to indicate it. 

kolo 'day before yesterday' 

koro 'day before yesterday norning' 

kolin 'day before yesterday evening' 

koyo 'day before yesterday night' 

Kenyan 'year before last' 

Mien Che reference is macie Lo a day that is three 
days back of the day of speech act, Chen numeral - 
loye 'one (with classifier)' is used and Che 
references to other days are numbered taking - 
kolo 'day before yesterday' as the reference 
point. See the L1 lustrations below; 

kolo lore 'one day before - kolo' 

kolo loyini 'two days before - kolo' 

kolo lohihnt 'three days before - kolo* 

konyannyehc 'one year before - konyan' 

In the above, as mentioned already, the classi¬ 
fier is formed by duplicating the word final 
syllable of the lexical item. When Che reference 
is stadc Co a day Cvo days ahead of the day of 
speech act , men 'rids' is used, and when it is 
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added vich ocher elenenta, the K^nicive marker 
appears with ic. The getiitlve marker can be 
deleted optionally. 

rida 'day after tonorrow' 

rida (ka^ aro 'day alter Loeiorrov morning* 

rida (ka) alih 'day after Lomorrov evemnfi’ 

rida (ka) ayo 'day after tomorrow right' 

Iht days ahead of three days of speech act are 
njKbared taking - rida 'day after tomorrow' as 
the referenc# point. 'ri' i» added with the 
numerals. 

ribo 'one day after - tida' 

ripo 'two days after - rida' 

riho 'rhre* days after - rida' 

I4iei] the above appear in aenteners, the adverb 

merker 'da' is added to then aa in the following; 

riboda 'one day after - rida' 

ripoda 'to days aftar - rida' 

niere are certain other temporal items that are 

imed in Apatanl. Ihcy arc listed below: 

alyirt next year' 

dirada 'next year' 

lonyahda 'year after next' 

lor.yar. habada 'one year after -lonyan* 

nyapi anyaiida 'two years after - lonyan' 

iiyaho anyahda 'three year* after - 
lonyan' 
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alyini pilo 

'next nonth* 

a is i 

’ now' 

pijyoda 

’ then• 

alo lipa 

'noon' 

aj1 alih 

'tine for going to paddy 
field (8.30 a.m - 9. a.n.i 

apihpicahoidt 

'tine to cook rice of 
evening (3 p.m - 4 p.n )' 

ajlni ado 

'tine of coning bark fro» 
the paddy field (5 p.ta. - 
6 p.a.}’ 

bIu apihdidu 

'lunch time' 

paio rone twini 

'first crowing of the cock' 

pato tunye honri 

'secujnd crowing of the cock' 


t>th«r insCjticcv of the us? of Leaporal construe- 

tiorvs sre ss in Lh< fol lowing: 

myoko ptjya pilo bare yepa nxdu. 

Myoko fescivsl »*onCh-onc-adv. do-exist 
'Hyoko fistival lasted for one month' 

iiio‘'so loho yepa dxte- 
ha hare fi»« days stay-p.c. 

'he stayed hare for five days’ 

iBo'pijyoda alvido 
he aftervards conr-fuL.-«xi*t 
'he will cone afCeivards' 

no' ano kanipa spin dine 
he very late adv. rice eac-p.t. 

'be ate rice very late' 

ho anyi bajilyiyepa inidalyi. 

I two hout-till-adv. aleep-exist-fut. 

'1 will sleep until 2 O'clock' 
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mo'dlin hib* ho imiti. 
hw HVicniiix tep.Bi. loc. eleep~p.t. 

'he elept alter eveninx' 

no o tdle an ane 

he beer drink-Lenip. here come-p.c. 

'he came here after drinking beer' 

mo'uyi bone lulala lue• 

he story one tell-temp. xo~p-C. 

'he went after celling a story' 

hu Qo'ka alyikuyepa initalyi 
I he-gen. coae-tewp, sleep-fut. 

'I will sleep vmtil he coroea ’ 

mo''duni mi nyibyayapa more ho ine . 
he Dual acc. early~adv. forest loc. go-p.t. 
'he went to forest earlier chan Dual' 


Nineral Adverb: 

Two-way disrinction is imaintained in nucieral 
adverbs of Apatani. When the numerals indicates 
the number of everts without counting the number 
rn an individual action, then 'rn' is added as 
the classifier to the numeral. When the repeti¬ 
tion of action in an event is counted 'u' is 
added to tne numeral as classifier, for instance, 
in a particular action like kicking, scamping, 
etc., if the number of kicks, etc., are counted 
(involved in one and the sane event) then 'u* is 
used On the other hand if the events of kicking 
as instances are counted 'ro' is used. 
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no' kago ni unye kibine 
he Kago aoc. evic* kick-p.t. 

'he kicketl ICago twice (i.e., two kicks at 
Che sane time)' 

no'so rone ac* 
he here once cane-p,t. 

'he cane here once' 

When Che accLon oi soctebody is stated in rela- 

cion to another, then the adverb ntarker 'pa* ia 

added Co che numeral 

mo' anyinipa ine- 
he second-adv. go-p.c. 

'he went second* 


Word Formation 
Compounds. 

Compound words are formed by conbinrnx worck 
in certain order. The word nay have difierent 
syntactic relationship that can he captured by 
identifying the underlying relationship. A 
sample is given below: 

Subject-Predicste Relation - 

yalahiinibo 'rolling stone' 

stone roll-qom. 

Noun-Koun Construction - 

pics paku 'utensils' 

plate saucer 

yasi pinta 'water pot' 

water pot 
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^tlbjec t-Lcca t ivfe - 

ude kubu 
liOLfcc rat 

ki lii ui 
nv^r fiah 

mr>rr Sana 
forvBt 

Oh ji-'Ct - Ira t n4»«aL * 

a.inra udi« 
uni>d hoiis* 

OSj«‘rr-RrrdictCC - 

yaai at Lx 

warier carry 

Ubj/^c.c-Purpoaivo - 

a«i 

fowl caRi? 

aki ati 
do^ cage 

t:mpy:in au'du 
riot L'ox 

P.iafctsa ivc-lirailnoun 

ai yo 
cuLlIo 'arat 

utlt Lull 

hnuat piildi 

ud« xoncan 
house comer 


' rai (it cht house ’ 
'liah ul the rivar' 
'tree of the junfclo' 

'wooden houae ' 

'valti (.arrier* 

'cage/box for kooping 
fowl ' 

'caga/oox for kuepiag 
dog' 

"oox Co k*ap the rice' 

'b*er ' 

'pillar of the house' 
‘corrter of ch« house* 


hciir.a Derived fron Verb Root a: 

Atcion noura arc deeixed in Apattni tree. 
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the verb roots by 

adding the suffix 'nih' 

to 

them. This ie a 

very productive and regular 

process by which 

ve rb roo t s . 

action nouns are formed 

from 

aniii 

'coning' 


inih 

'going' 


lunih 

'talking' 


minin 

'doing' 



Nouns Derived from Cue Relecions: 

Certain nouns are derived in Apetani iroa 
Items that inherently show certain case relatiois 
like agent, instrumental, locative, etc. They 
are discussed separately belov: 

Agen tive Noun:- 

In Apatani agent ive nouns are formed by- 

adding 'nt' to the verb root. It indicates the 

doer of the action. Vfhen 'ni' is added, we get 

a generic noun. If it is to be specified 'bo' 

is added to the geneiic noun. 

ajimint 'farmer (one who works in the 
paddy field) ' 

pur-ini 'student (one who reads)' 

inibo 'one who went (specified)' 

anibo 'one who came (specified)' 

adonibo 'one who is coming (specified)' 
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Ini truniirtii 1 Noun:- 

IniCrumental nouna ara termed by addiog 'na' 

to the verb root followed by 'nx‘. it indicatea 

the icatruiaent that is used in the action and 

honce gets a nev seiuntic content. 

ininanr 'walking stick (the one uaad Co 
walk)' 

iprnanT 'broom (the one that is used to 
sweep ) ' 

daninani 'stick (the one Chat is used to 
beat' 

Locative Kouna:- 

Locative nouns identify the place of action 
identified by Che verb. When 'ko' is added to 
Che verb root, it gets converted Into a noun that 
indicatea the place of action. 

luko 'place where talking took place' 

atko 'place where action took place' 

dtko 'place where eating took place' 

biko 'place where giving co6k place* 

Objective fiouns:- 

Objective nouns indicate the objects in¬ 
volved in the action. it is formed by - ko 
'place noun' and 'bo' the specifier. 

dxkoho ' ohe x>ne that was eacan' 

takobo 'the one that was 
drank' 
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D«tivc Nouns:- 

Dativ« ncun« indicate Che benefactor of the 
accion and it ia alao foraed by the aame was as 
objective nouns are forned by adding: 'kobo' 

bikobo 'one to whon (aoctethins) is given' 

mikobo 'one to vhon Csonethini;) is done* 

Experiencer Nonna * 

Experienccr identifies the one who experi¬ 
ences the action. This is fomed by adding 'bo 
to the verb root. 

bayabo 'one who is hungry* 
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Apatani ii SOV language. The word order in 
1 sentence is as follows: 

Subject occurs in Che sentence initial 
posit ion. 

Object follows the subject an4 precedes 
the verb. 

Verb occurs in the sentence final poai- 
t ioa. 

.%e cases like dative, instruKcnta 1, locative, 

»ociative, purpotive, ablative, etc., will pre¬ 
cede the verb Since the caaes are norpholugi- 
jallv narked in Apatani, the word order in a 
lentence is free. 

There are constructions with noeiinal predi- 
atea and verbal predicates. The existential 
sentences make use of the existential verbs A 
iample is giver, below: 

Sentences with Noninal Predicates: 

yalyo asm akc*. 'Yalyo is a teacher* 
Yalyo teacher a 

aolu ajiairni. 'they are farmers ’ 

they farmer 

no'hika aba 'he is my father' 

he my father 
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ink4 ny^ai si nrks djiii. 
that wookan det. ni>' friend 
'that wonar is my friand' 

Vftian qualifying verbs are used in a seDtenre, 

the existential verb also occurs uith it. 

nyu SI jantu do. 

Dian dec. fat exist 
'the man ie fat' 

inka alyi si atu do. 
that pig det. small exist 
'that pin is sma11' 

Existential Scntencea: 

more ho Wtle do. 

fdrast loc. river exist 

'thero are rivers in the forest’ 

ntka abah ki mihi hinehe du . 

I-gen. elder brothar pos wife three exist 

'my elder brother has three wives' 

inso putu puro puve do• 
hare nK>untain big one exist 
'hare is a big mounCain' 


Santances with Verb Pradicatas: 

nika pni ha«i gyona. 

Biy motner I-acu, uall-p.t. 

'aiy mother called me' 

ST ht mo* mi ali Cubune 

cattle det. he acc. leg kick-p.t. 
'the cattle kicked him' 

no roo'mi pulye bare bito- 
1 he dat. cloth one give-p.t. 

'1 gave him cloth' 
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nolii part mi aj i Ko m^mhun^ 

thtfV tijjwr i»cc. fi«ld loc. Uill-p.t. 

'they killed the tiger in the paddy field' 

Ajt loentioned already, the vnrd order it free in 
a aentence in Apatani. But, order it changed to 
u to tocuB on the topic of the propotirion in 
the utterance. Usually the noun phrate on which 
locuB falii appear in the sentence initial posi¬ 
tion. In the lolloving, the aane sentence it 
given by changing the word order to illustrate 
how focux changes, when word order changes. 

a't'T hine mi ude ho o' bibina. 

Biother child dal houae Inc brei give-p.t. 

ude ho hinto ni ant o'bibrne 

hiBie mi a'nt ude ho o''bibtne. 

ude ho aiit hisie wi o'bibrne. 

e'nt a hime lai udy ho bibrne 

'mother gave be«r to the child in the house' 
UVicn natural force, caloTnity, etc., are the 
causes for the action identified by the verb, 
the object rakes the sentence initial position 
followed by rhe subject. 

emotni tarh rilorijabdrne- 

paddy acc. snowfall destroy-asp.-p.t. 

'the snow fall destroyed the paddy’ 

nyrnii mi gyopu goxi bine, 
woman acc. lightening kill-p.t. 

'the lightening killed the wootan' ‘ 



124/SVSTAX 


WVi*r th# object is specified (i.e., th* ranie ol 
reference is restricted) it is bro light iwdi- 
stely sfier the subject snd in addition the 
accusative case sign 'mi' is added to it. Othct 
wise, the nonwl order is 

Subject-Dative-Accuaativ«-Verb. 

iio alyi mi yo ohoti. 

I pig see. tneat fecd-p.t. 

'I fed the pig with sieat' 

ho yo si alyi mi ohoti 

1 meat acc. pig acc. feed-p.t. 

'I fed meat (specified) to pig' 

Noun Phrase 

The noun phrase say consist of the hesdnoun 
and the other optional elcaents that modify the 
headnoun. Vtier. the numeral adjective snd snothe'. 
modifier ire present, the modifier follows the 
hesdnoun followed by the numeral adjective. Li 
the case marker is present it occurs at the end 
of the noun phrese. hut the word order is not 
rigid in a noun phrase, the modifier can precede 
the head, though it is not coanon. If the inten- 
sifisr is present, it inniedlstely follows the 
head noun followed by other elements. The first 
clement in a noun phrase gets more emphasis than 
the other elements. Determiners precede Che 
case sign and follow all other elements present 
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in a roun phtaar. A tcpceaeiktat ive aaigple la 

i;ivcn be lew; 

aki and nya kcnc ui 
•Jog vciy j(ot>d opB dec. 

uiio ay a aki korte ai 
very dood dog one dot. 

'a vei’’’ good dog* 

ude anu nisti ako ao 
riouie vary new lo'_. 

ana nali itde ako so 
^de ako aiio net! aci 

'in a very new hoa*e' 

k'icn rne dcv.oAsC rat i ves and genitivea are oaed, 

c'ti«-y precede Ctic (leadnoun. 

aika ir. ii.i 'wliia woman' 

this woskan 

r.ika aiyu 'that (invisible) aia:i' 

that nan 

inka aivi 'that (react.*) pig' 

that pig 

Ec^ ka ude 'hia houaa' 

he gpn. house 

Verb Phraa* 

Tna varb phrase consiita of the verb and 
Jlr.cr noun phraaa<a} The orcurreoce of caaca 
.Ike ccc'Jiativt, dative, locative, ins truniental, 
iblative, purposive, etc., ate dicLaled by Lh* 
laturc ct the verb. See lh« illustratioaa whkr« 
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sentences consisting o£ noun phrases with diffe¬ 
rent case relations are listed 


TiKJ^ imine. ' he aiept' 

he sieep-p.r 

aki pine. 'the dog barked* 

dog bark-p.t 

nio'ka aba rao^oi gabine- 
he gen. father he acc. scold-p.t. 

‘hit father scolded hiai' 

hTka anu ntini sT dore mombitT. 

in>’ brother 1-dat. cow one send-p.t. 
'younger brother sent oie a cow' 

kago raorc ho sine • 

Kago forest loc. die-p.t. 

'Kago died in the forest* 

yalyo turla ho o' co^^bine. 

Yalyo mug loc. beer pour-p.t. 

Yalyo poured beer in the mug* 

pita aani hao ho dudu• 
bird tree above loc. sit-exisl 
'birds are sitting on the tree* 

iKi'sani mi yaxu lo tibine. 
he tree acc. aae inst. cut-p.t. 

'he cut the tree with an axe* 

iao‘'^bijc lo ude niibiiie. 
he bamboo inst. house niake-p.t. 

'hi made the house with bamboo* 

laadu ude hoki kago aginho imbone. 
Madu house abl. Kago soc. gu-p.C. 
'Madu left the house with Kago* 
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tide iianT hoki ahi piirb»ne. 

Tadd<^ tree abl. fruit plyck-p.t. 
'Tadde plucked fruit froa the tree' 


Ihe case narkers indicate the grasanaticai rels- 
cions of Che noun phrases in the sentence. So 
cho order of elements in the verb phrase is free. 
Ulten adverbs occur in a sentence, they precede 
the verb. 

Kt-^'ano kaaipa spin dine 
he very late-adv. rice eat-p.t. 

’'ne ate rice very late' 

ho anyi bajilyiyepa imidalyi. 
r two hour-sdv. sleep-fut. 

'I will sleep until 2 O'clock' 


Conjunction 
NP Conjunction: 

Conjunction may be either noun phrase con¬ 
junction or sentential conjunction. In the case 
ol noun phrase conjunction, two or more nouns 
are conjoined to form a noun phrase. In ApaCani, 
when there are only two nouns, the conjoined 
auirker 'nyi' is added to both the nouns occurr¬ 
ing in that noun phrase 

nyrnmyi hinienyi 'boy and girl* 
girl-conj boy-conj. 

yalyonyi tadenyi 'Yalyo and Tadde' 
Yalyo-conj. Tadde-conj . 
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alyinyi akinyi 'pi* And dog' 
pix~conj. dog"Coaj. 

Acothci; conjoined raarkcr 'la' also is used in 
ApaLani, in addition to the 'nyi'. The conjoint 
marker 'la which can occur with evety noun in 
the conjoined noun phrase is used when there ar 
more nouns in the conjoined Noun Phrase. But 
all the 'la' marking except in the final noun 
can be deleted optionally. There are instancei 
wiiere 'hela' is used in the place 'la* with'tlu 
meaning that they are mixed and not separate 
groups. 

nyimi (hela) him* hela 
'buy and gitl* 

yalyo (la) tadela 
'Yalyo and Tadde' 

yalyo, yabo, yalar la 
'Yalyo, Yabo and Yalar' 

yalyo, yabo, yalar bo tade la 
'Yalyo, Yabo, Yalar and Tadde' 

Sentence Conjunction: 

Conjunction is that process by which two c 

wore sencencos are conjoineo to transforir then 

into a single sentence. in Apatani, this is 

done using the conjoining marker 'ho' 

(a) yarai poisa lab-ine ho yari pulye 

Yami parse take-p.r and Yari cloth 
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1 abinc. 
take-p.t. 

'Yami Cook aoney and Yari clochea' 

(b) caki biaine ho Calan najuson*. 

Taki sing-p.t. and Talan^ dance-p.t. 
'Taki Bang and Talang danced' 

'ientencps of the above type can be related to 

fiontences belov, 

(c.i) yatri poiaa labir.o. 

Yami paisa cake-p.t. 

'YArni took paisa' 

(c.ii) yari pulye labine. 

Y'ari cloth take-p.t. 

'Yari took cloth' 

•iontence (aj is dcrivod by Che process of con- 
jiinccion from the cc-mpenent sentences (c.i) and 
(c.ii). Similarly Che copiponenC sentences of 
(b) are also siiaple sentences like (c). 

Disjunctive constructions are formod using 

the 'Jalo' added to the elexaents. 

mo‘'jalo tagru jslo adyido< 
he disj. Tagri.t diaj. coine-exifiC 
'he or Tagrii will coise' 

no n-tmi akimi jalo ami mi jalo 

you me dog-acc. disj. cat acc. disj. 

b ipe - 
givs-imp. 

'you give me cat or dog' 


/hen verbs are disjoined, another verb will also 
’ppear in the sentence final position. There are 
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A acC ol verba that can cake the fiaal puaition 
"n^ey are ~ mi 'do', du 'exiat', etc They func 
.cion aa empty verbs since they do not effect an) 
neaning change. Their function is limited and 
the tense marker occur with them. 

ho iailajalo purilajalo nrcci 

1 aleep-diaj. read-disj. do-fut. 

'T shall sleep or read' 

mo^ bisilajalo nasujalo aoci. 

he airg-disj. dance-disj. eiapty-v. Tut. 

'ha will sing or dance' 

Embedding 

Rmbedding is chat process by which one sen¬ 
tence is embedded as a constituent in diiother 
sentence. Relative clauses are derived by 
embedding the constituent sentence as a consti~ 
Cuent of the Houn Phrase of the matrix sentence. 
$0 there is a source sentence for every relative 
clause. Vlten we examine the component 
sentencea ot a relative clause, wa can 
see identical noun phrases which are coreteren- 
tial. in the syntactic proceas, one of them 
(i.e., the constituent NP) le deleted. The 
truncated sentence functions ae an attribute to 
Che hcadnoun. Such attributee always precede 
Che headnoun while other attributea follow the 
headnoun. 
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kagoka Cunt uyu 

Kago-gen. kick-nun. nan 

'the man whom Kago kicked' 

Another characteristic found in Apatani relativi 
zation is the use uf genitive natker 'ka'. When 
the subject noun phrase is relativized, 'ka' - 
Che genitive marker - occurs with Che object 
noun phrase in addition to the accusative narker 
already present with it. Besides, the ecd>e«lded 
verb is nominalized resulting in an appositlve 
cons Cruetion. 

ho ST mi ka panrbo myu mi 

I cattle acc. gen. cuc-no<n. man acc. 

kapato. 
tee-p.t. 

'I eaw the wvan who killed the cattle' 

alyi mi ka lanibo nysmi hi aya 

pig acc. gen. catch-nom. wosian det. good 

do. 
exis t 

'the woman who caught Che pig is good' 

When the range of reference is reatricted (i.e., 
when a noun is specified) 'bo' ia added to the 
nominalized embedded verb. (Tn the proceas of 
relativization the embedded verb is nominalized 
by adding 'ni'). This specification ia foruid 
only when the subject is relativized. Since the 
embedded verb is numiaalLzed, Che headnoun is 
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usually deleC«d, wh«n it is specitied. 

Bo'hime mi ka dantbo mi kapebxne* 
he child acc. gen. beat-nom. ucc. ahov-p.t. 
'ha showed the (woman) who beat the child' 

'•^■n the object noun is relativized, the genitiv 

marker is added to the embedded subject. 

eio'lu kago ka tani myu mi kapabine- 

they Kago gen. kick-nom. man-acc. see-p.L. 
'they saw the sian whom Kago kicked* 

Do'lu ntka labine alyi mi 
they I-gen. bring-nom. pig acc. 

mado a? 

aearcb-exist int. 

'did they search for the pig that I brought 
The edding of genitive marker to the embedded 
subject is noticed with chose relative clauses 
that are derived by relativising dative noun 
phrase. 

ho tao'Va pots bini nyiai mi 

I h«~g«n. book give-noia. woman acc. 

kapato. 
see-p.t. 

*1 sou the woman to whom he gave the book' 

hika digocahgo binz alyi mi mo' 

I-geo. food give-nom. pig acc. he 

larubine 

catch-p.t. 

'he caught the pig to which I gave food' 

no nytmi ka siti bini milobo mi 
I woman gen. letter give-nom. man 


acc. 
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k&pato- 

c. 

'l m«t tli*f man whcHx t^>«r wuioeu sent, a letLer 

'•^6ri Locative noun phra&^'a are relativized > 
chft locative noun 'ko‘ la added to the embedded 
verb to r^nxnalixe it. The embedded aubject 
tak.es the genitive case marker. 

p^ka iiiko lemba rii no kepato- 

l>e-gen. go-loc. village acc . I see-p.t. 

'1 aau- the village tii^here i»e went' 

hike duko aahxo lao^dune. 

I'gcn sit-loc. cot he sit-p.t. 

'he sat on the cot on vhicb 1 sat' 

'Jhen instr'omental nouns are relativized, tb« 
tvarker ‘nant’ CSce, tne section on word forma- 
tiun) is added to the eiaoeddcd verb to convert 
1C into a noun. Tne embedded subject takes the 
genitive marker. 

htka pantnant ilyo roi mo'' 

I-gen. ijul-iaat. now. sword acc. he 

br tr 

oring-p.L. 

'he brought the avord with which 1 cut' 

Comp1emen ta Cion: 

Only KP complement* are found in Apaeani. 

In this process s senesnee is embedded as a com- 
plement to the noun. Tha complementizer 'hila* 

15 inserted before the head noun in the process, 
of complementation. 
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yalyo jiro ho aki do h«la pyu mi 

Yalyo Ziro loc. reach-exist quo.neva acc 

M cindu. 

I knov-exiat ^ 

'I knov the neva chat Yalyo reached Ziro* 

MominalixaCioni 

Wa have already seen chat verbe can be cor 

vartad to nouns by adding nominalizer 'ox* to 

tha varbs <See> section on word fomacion). Sar 

tancas also can be noaiinalixad by adding the 

nosdaaliaar to the verb and adding genitive 

marker to the aubject noun. There are certain 

parallsLa batveen relativiaation and noninaliza 

cion in Apatani. 

no'ka alyi lacunx 
he-gen. pig caCch-noai. 

'his catching tha pig' 

■o'ka akunx 
he-gan. coeta-non. 

'his coming' 

Purposive Clause Constructions: 

There 4 re instances vhera sentences are 
embedded as purposive clauses. In the process, 
the purposive marker 'ps' is added to the 

aabedded verb end the eisbedded sentence is 

/ 

transformed to a noun phrase. 

BK>lu ainisui katepa ine< 
they film see-pur. go-p.t. 

'they went to witness the film' 
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ao'hime mi goCepa ine. 
he child acc. take~pijr. go~p.t. 

'he went to take the child' 

ai lupa 
this say-pur. 

'this ia for saying* 

aikaai Tneapa 
this kill-pur. 

'it is lor killing’ 

ho alyi mi menpa. 

I pig acc. kill-p'ur. 

'I am for killing the pig' 

Comparative Constructions 

The comparatives (that indicates the re¬ 
semblances of objects or actions) are formed by 
adding 'cikah' to the one with which something 
else is compared. 

.ino''hime cikah xedu. 
he child like cry-exist 
'he cries like s child' 

Ro'luca cikah indu. 
he lame tsan like walk-exist 
'he walks like a lame man' 

duni yalyo cikah oho do• 

Dural Yalyo like tall exist 
'Dusii is tall like Valyo' 

s 


Degroos of Comparison: 

Different markers are used to fora compara¬ 
tive and superlative degrees of cosiparison. 

The coraparative degree conntructiona are 



13b/SYNTAX 


fomed by adding accuaacive naricar fol loved 

by the coaparativc degree indicator 'tri' to th 

one with which the other is compared. 

dunii yalyo mi tri ayayapa btaido. 

DiAii Yalyo acc com good-adv. sing-exist 
'Duai sings better than Yalyo' 

aki hT ami mi tri nibyapa hardo 
dog det. cat acc. com. faic-adv. run-exiat 
'the dog runs faster than the cat’ 

^en qualificatory verbs are used in comparativ 

degree conatructiona , a separate verb 'ya' is 

added at the end cf the sentence following the 

qualificatory verb. 

nado rinyo oti kapyo yado. 

Mado Rinyo acc. see-good verb-exial 
'Mado is more beautiful than Rinyo' 

irka sani- mi siksa sani si oho 
that tree see. this tree det. call 

yado. 

verb-exiat 

'that tree is taller than this tree' 


The Scqierlative Degree Construction: 


The superlative 
lamed by adding the 


degree construction is 
verb 'ja' following the 


qualificarory verb. 

yaain kapyo jsdo 
Yaaing see-good verb-exiat 
'Yasing is the avost beautiful* 
i^a sauT si oho Jado 
that tree det. tall verb-exist 
'that tree is the tallest' 
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Conditional Clauses 

Conditional sentences involve tvo sentences, 
(I) the sercence that contains the conditional 
proposition in converted into a conditional 
clause and f2) the occurrence of the proposition 
in the ether sentence (the one ocher than the 
conditional clause) oepends on the scconplishiaent 
of the condition given in the conditional clsuse 
Apatar.i makes use ol the marker 'koda* to tom 
conditional clause. It is adoed to the condi¬ 
tional verb and usually the conditlonai clause 
takes the sentence initial position. 

alyi akods tro' lutTb4neda, 

ptg come-cond. he catch-tense 
'if pig comes, he will catch lit)' 

no^ amakoda no interna 

you co»«-n«g .-cond . I gc-tense-rej*, 

'if you do not come, I will not go' 

no" dutc ma koda mo Inckudo- 

yoii sit-tense neg.-cond. he go-tense 
'if you do not sic. he will go’ 

Concessive 

Tliey arc fonnod from, the underlying complex 
structures. The concessive appears in the sen¬ 
tence initial position. The concessive marker 
is inserted in between the component sentences. 
The component sentences appear as such.- 
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nio'aj inrsune hojjlopa ajimanu 

he cultivate-p.t. conce. yield 


jtnane 
go-neg.-p.c, 

'even though he cultivated paddy he could 
not get good yield’ 

■o'mi aki mi bibraine hojalopa mo' 
he acc. dog acc. give-p.t. conce. he 

hembyobiioa. 
be happy-neg. 

'even chough he gave hiai a dog, he vaa not 
happy’ 


Cauaal CooeLruccioua 

Cauaal clauaes are derived iron underlying 

aenCenCial structures. the occurrence of the 

caused event depends on the causing event given 

in the cauaal clause. Cauaal clause occurs in 

the aentence initial position followed by the 

resultant sentence. 'hops' is inserted in 

between the component sentences. 

Ao acido hopa Ao apih dnia 
I sick-exiet cau. rice eat-neg. 

'becauee I am sick I did not eat rice* 

ao'acido hopa ao'hospital ine• 
he sick-exist cau.he hospital go-p.t. 
'because lie is sick, he went to hospital' 

ao'ai mixagiko hopa dambrne 
he acc. do wrong cau. beat-p.t. 

'becauae he leads a wrong life he vaa 
beaten' 
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no'Mtdo hoko hupa a]gu ho iilaina 
hr rain fall cau. ouL loc. go out~acc. 
because: of rain hr could not go out' 


Adverbial Clause 

Underlying sentential structures of adver¬ 
bial clauses in Apatsni contains noun phrases 
that are coreferential to the matrix NP. Hence, 
the esibedded NP is deleted. The clause functions 
as a part of the verb phrase and is comp 1enentary 
to the main verb. The adverbial clausea are 
formed by adding 'la/lala' the etobedded verb. 

rao‘o' tala so ane. 

he beer drink-adv. here cooe-p.t. 

'he, having drunk the beer, came hare* 

mo'uyi bone lulala ine. 
he story cme tell-adv. go-p.c. 

'having told the story, he vent' 

Passive Constructions 

Passive constructions are formed in Apatani 
by adding ' k.o' to the verb and the instrustental 
market 'lo' to the subjact MP ol the active 
sentence which loses its subject status as a 
result of passivieatlon. Wlien active sentences 
are passLvixed either the direct object or tbf 
indirect object can take the subject position 
in the passive sentence. 
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>ugo mo'iai meTabxnc. 

ICago hft ACC. kill-p.c. 

'Kagc killed hia' 

aw' kago lo menkobine- 
he ICago-inac. ki Il-pas-p. t. 

'he was killed by Kago' 

nytEti hi aki mi tade lo bikone. 

woiaan dcL. dog acc. Tadde inst. give-p.L. 

'the vonian vas given a dog by ladde' 

sani tade lo ilyo la pako bine 

tree Tadde inat. dao. inat. cat paa.-p.t 

'the tree was cut by Tadde with dao’ 

ReporCftd Speech 

In reported speech, the starenent, etc., 
ai'e quoted ai such and the quocacive 'hi la' it 
added to the end o£ the itatcment followed by 
the coranenn of the reporter. See the illustra 
tions below; 

"ao' aina alyi ni" hi la nyitni 

you where cone-fuc. nor, quo. woman 

cakabine. 
ask-p.t. 

'"where are you coning from" the woman 
asked' 

hinc hi lunthi "ho reru nokila 

child dec. teIl-no».-det. I Reru abl. 

todu 

come-exia I 

'I an coining iron Reru’ the boy replied ' 

hirepa nyini lunihi "nmpa aku?" 

again voaian aak-non.-dec. why cone-asp 
’"why did you cotae" she asked again' 
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ni« iiidirccL Kpeech is fonned by adding 'yuka' 
to tliir enil of the diract speech tnat is coavarfftd 
M iiidirccL speecJi. 

BO* bx yiikte 

h« do report 

'he said that he hat done' 

too' lu yoke 

he say repart 

'he said that he has said' 

mo' Bitkin yuke 
he do-be.v. report 

'he said that he has demonstrated' 
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I. Proper Naates 

The list is a sample of proper names that 
are very comeK^n aatonx Apatania. 


Male 

Feaule 

tade' (a'deO 

kanih 

gyati (ati) 

oka 

ea' ‘rope’ 

dumi (uni) 

sayi (ayi) 

dimih 

catun (atun) 

pant 

rtbya (ibya) 

papu 

rika (rkal 

toado 

laji (aji) 

munyo (unya) 

ruja (uja) 

rinya (anya) 

gyayv) (ayu) 

rinyo (anyo) 

nyitie 

sayi (ayi) 

celyan 

yake (akc) 

aala (ala) 

yalyo (alyo) 

hinda 

yaku (aku) 

ha^le 

yadt (ad^t) 

taka (aka) 

yubx (abt) 

t a turn 

yaain (aain) 

tatuiS 

yara 

talo 

yari 


taps 


yapa 
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Mals 

Faaal« 

t JlV'l 

yay i 

t JitT 

ya»i 

:aki ’I'injLi'r* 

ya j i 

raier 

yaai 

lala 

y anan 

tap ill ' i i<'' 

yajan 

tars 'a tree' 

yapT 

tako 

ya«r 

taiian 'nr-cklac^' 

y adun 

tan ■ ha 1 ^ sroni? ' 

y a k ti 

L apD 

yanyu 

bi da 

y atai h 

bi ban 

yase 

bikari 

yabo 

banih 

halar 

Those icors whiLl; are 

given in bracket* are 

tarma used co address. 

Thara ara certain terwa 

lik* the following used by «l<l«rs to address 

younx* t ers 

Male child 

lenMlc child 

Abin 

ouya 

opo 

anya 

11. Measuremenrs 

The iB-'.isurefnents 

that arw used by Apatania 

arr given nelow 

- 
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Uayc 

'd is tance 

of 

one 

fingei ' 

hanye 

'distance 

of 

two 

fingers ' 

hahinhe 

' d is tance 

of 

three fingers' 

hdpc 

'dia tance 

of 

four 

fingers' 

nane 

'distance of all 
kept together* 

five fingers 


Th^ jbov< ■easuteawnU* are uaed to measure 
objects clidL arc stsaller in sixe. 


hifixehe 

'fist with elongated thumb' 

ladt goyc 

'span (with forefinger)' 

laso goyc 

'span (with middle finger)' 

ladij luye 

'dietaiicv between the tip ol the 
iniddle finger and th^ elbow' 

alabuyc 

'distance between the shoulder 
and the tip of the middle finger 

ly che 

'distance between the tips of 
two hands including chest’ 


iyene kupalte 'chest and alabuye' 

Different baskets that are used as ineasiires to 
wfas'jre foodgraina, ati;. 

1 kice - about ^ K^. (rice) 

2 kice - 1 liya 

2 Itya - 1 pato yd^t/ptio vafii 

2 paiu vagi - 1 pdipaca 

2 paipaca - 1 enCyagi (entiyagi) 

2 rutyagi - 1 gidap-ata 
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ill. Tiaie Unit. 

apin milo ‘time neoded for oookinit rii:* 
(about half an hour)' 

Ronci ’3^ hours (dawn)' 

alo '10 hours <.on<? cay)' 

pilo ‘28 days (lunar month)' 

ayan 'ona year' 

rv . Elements chat occur with nouns, verbs, etc., 
as suffixes, post positions, particles, etc. 
jRin 'sociativc marker' 

JCaA 'plural noun' 

in 'pronoun (indicates remoteness)' 

e 'adjective marker in numeral' 

o 'locative case marker' 

ka '(i) added to pronouns to form 

deictic pronouns. 

(ii) genitive case market, 

(iii) added to verb ro indicate 

that the action is per¬ 
formed to check something’ 

kiii 'added to verb to indi<.aL« the 

action is performed as a deiron- 
s tration' 

kinen 'added to foin perraLssive con¬ 

struction (3rd person)' 

kT '(I) ablative case market added 

to locative noun', 

(ii) subject case sign for 
exiatential verb' 
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ku 

kua 

ken 

kenrii 

ko 


koda 


81 ^ 


8 °' 


'perfective aapect Barker* 

'added to indicate the collective 
invoIvoneuL in an action’ 

'added to indicatr that the sub¬ 
ject la able to do Che action' 

'(i) uaed to fora causative 
cons true tions, 

(ii) added to fora peraiaaive 
conatructions' 

*(i) added to express 'one before', 

(ii) added to the verb when 
paaaive are formed, 

(iil) added as allaclve case aiarkt 

iiv) added to form locative noun 

(v) added to verb to fora loca¬ 

tive noainals, 

(vi) added to the eaibcdded verb 

(when locative nouns are 
relativired)' 

'added to the sentences to convert 
then to conditional clauses' 

'(i) added to the verb to indicate 
chance in the position or 
pos ture, 

(ii) added to indicate the action 
ia done to guide someone' 

'added to the verb to indicate 
Che change over one topic/action 
CO another' 

'added to the verb to indicate 
that the subject has aiirpasaed 
others in the action' 
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gogt 

RyA 

Ryo 

gyo* 

n 

nc 

n«:i 

IU1 


no' 

ca 

ci 

cikaf. 

Cln 


'jdd«d CO indicate that the work 
that La beins performed it e 
pending work' 

'added to ci^e verb to indicate 
thjtt the action is dune in a 
throng way, unknowingly' 

'added to indicate that the actiui 
ia to be retjincd as a debt* 

‘ added to tha v*erb to indicate 
the niaing of two or Bkore iCeaiB' 

'used as a numeral meaning 'one' 

'ufsd to form imperativaa 
(remote)' 

'adlrd to the verb ro form pet- 
missive constructions CCnd 
person)' 

'(I) used as a numeral to mean 
'five' 

<ii) added to the verb Co indi¬ 
cate that half of the work 
ia done (semi-corapletive) ' 

'added to the verb to indicate 
chat the action carte to an end.' 

'added to indicate that the 
object ia moving to a lower 
plain' 

'nDr-proximal future marker' 

'added to sentences to fona coan- 
parative conatructions ' 

'addad to indicate that the sub¬ 
ject knows the action very 
well' 
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j* 

'added to the verb to indicate 
that Che vork is complete' 

jalo 

'added Co sentences to forsi dis¬ 
junctive constructions' 

jono 

'added to the verb Co indicate 
that the subject follows someone 
in an action' 

ta 

'(i) classifier for flat objects, 

% 

(ii) added to indicate that the 
action ia performed in 
violation of on advice/ 
social norm' 

ti 

'added to Che verb to indicate 
chat the action is done as a 
preventive mAaeure' 

ti 

'added to the verb to indicate 

Che repetition of an action' 

# 

tin 

'added to the verb to indicate 
the action is performed Co 
obstruct something/sosneone' 

tt 

'marker for perfect* 

tu 

’(i) classifier for liquid con- 


tain«r, 

(ii) add«d to indicate Chat the 


action is done to prevent 
aoBieone from doing aooe- 
tbing' 

te '(i) non-proxiaal pact marker, 

(ii) futura tenae marker (in 
soiDC dialects)' 

ter ti) added co the verb to denote 

chat the action ia done to 


I 
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mjke soi»«on« to p^rt with 
•oai action he !• engaged in, 

(ii) added to indicate Chat the 
action is a defensive one' 

to '(i) added to the verb to indicate 

non-proxiiaai past when the 
subject is in first person, 

(ii) added to torn imperatives 

(in proaimity), 

(iii) added to fona deictic pro¬ 

nouns to indicate the 
objects that are found at 
a long distance from both 
the speaker and hearer' 

todo 'added to indicate the poaaibilicy 

of an action' 

da '(i) stand (as a regular verb), 

(ii) CO fore sentential adverbs, 

it Is added to qualifi¬ 
catory verbs, 

(iii) used as an existential 

verb ’ 

diri 'added to the verb to indicate 

Chat the action is done inten- 
tionally' 

dt 'is used as s future tense marker 

with negattives’ 

du' 'added to the verb to indicate 

that the action is performed to 
destroy sonething’ 

dll ‘(i) used as an eKistenCiai verb, 

(ii) sic (as a regular verb)' 
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do 


naii 

nant 

RTii 

nr 


nu 

re 

redo 


nya 

nyi 


nyo 


'CD lie (aB a regular ^«rb), 

(ii) uaed aa an exii:.«!ntIaL verb, 

(1:1) added as a cla«aifi«r Lo 
indicate mediua sire 
anina1s, 

(iv) added Co indicaCe proKrc>~ 
•ive acpecr' 

'added Co indicate the villingneaa 

'added to verb to for* inatru- 
nenCal nouaa' 

'added to verb to form in'initivea 

'Ci) feaiiniae gender marker, 

lii) what (at a pronoun), 

liii) added to verb ro form agent 
nouna' 

'uacd aa plural marker CI and II 
persona)' 

'uaed aa non-prujcimal paaC marker' 

'added to Che verb co indicate 
the potaibilicy of occurrence 
of an action' 

'used aa an emphacii. marker' 

'(i) uaed as conjoined wiar’K.er 

when two Couly Lvo) nouns 
are conjoined, 

Cii) two (numeral)' 

'(i) uaed as a adjective that 

occurs with the classifier 
to texprets the meahitig 
'small'. 
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(li) add«d to AxprasB habitual 
action' 

pa '(ij usrd as purposiva caa« sign, 

(iiy usoil as adverb ■arkar, 

(iii) added Co verb to indicate 
that th* action is per- 
foimec: to remind aoBabody' 

pu' '(;) added to the verb Co indi¬ 

cate that Che action is 
done to avoid aoneone or 
soinething, 

(li) added c« the verb to indi¬ 
cate that the action is 
done to insult soneone' 

pa' 'added to indicate that the action 

is done to get nd of soneone/ 
cofnething' 

pin 'added to indicate that the acCLosi 

is continued' 

pi 'used as a nuasral 'four' 

pu 'll) uaed AS a classifisr to iodi- 

caCc that the objacts 
referred are round objects, 

(ii) added to the verb to indi¬ 
cate that the action is 
done in a wrong way un~ 
knowingly' 

pe '(i) added to the verb to fans 

isperatives for asking for 
the speaker hiaaelf, 

tii) added to verb to fons 
Requests', 
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po 


✓ 

po 


pya 


pye 




pyo 


pyo' 


(iii) uacd aa a numeral 'tour', 

(iv) uaed aa a claiaifier with - 

ud« 'house', agu 'atanza', 
etc. ' 

'(i) raaficuline gvndwr laarker, 

(ii) used aa a ctaaaitiar with 
containers' 

'added to the verb to indicate 
that the action ia done in a 
short cut way/niethod' 

'(i) added to the verb to indi- 
r cate that the action is 
perforawd to return the 
debt one owns in action, 

(ii) added to Che veib Lu indi* 
cate that the action is 
performed to degrade sotne- 

one' 

'(i) used aa a classifier to indi¬ 
cate that the objects re¬ 
ferred are very small, 

(ii) added to the verb to indi¬ 
cate that the doer of the 
action was successful in 
achieving the objective of 
the action' 

'added to the verb to indicate 
that the action is perforwed, 
hiding others' 

'added to indicate the excellency 
of Che doer of the action (in 
perfarming the action)' 
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'added to the verb to indicate 
that the doer has p-erfornwd the 
action ahead of other*’ 

'used as a claasiriec for fiat 
objects * 

'(i) added with tiiee noun* to 
i»ean ' previous ' , 

(ii) give CA* a regular verb), 

(lii) added to the verb to indi¬ 
cate that the action ia 
done for the sake of some¬ 
one else* 

'(i) added to the verb to indi¬ 
cate the certainty ot the 
event' 

(ii) added to indicate that the 
action ia performed 
aocccBS fully' 

'used as a classifier for big and 
long objects' 

'used as a classifier for items 
made of clothes' 

'(l) added to nouns to indicate 
masculine gender, 

(ii) added Co the verb to indi¬ 

cate that the subject i« 
moving in the plain area, 

(iii) added Co nouns as to 

specify the agentive and 
exparienesr nouns' 

'added to the verb to indicate 
that the doer has joined/shared 
in the action' 
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na '(i) used at a uegstiv* starker. 

(ii) verb (indicaCei negative)' 

mi '(i) used as accusativ* case 

marker. 

(ii) used as dative case marker, 

(iii) used as a sequenrtal verb 

added rn another verb to 
mean 'p-jt out fire' 

miu ’ti) added to indicate that the 

doer is successful in doinjt 
tlic action, 

(ii) added to indicate that the 
action is done without any 
specific aim' 

•yo 'added to the verb to indicate 

Chat the action ia performed in 
advance' 

yi 'added to the verb to indicate 

that the subject is raovins to a 
higher plane* 

yt> '(i) used with the ■)eaning 'night' 

along with other elements, 

(ii) added to the verb to iurm 
prohibitive constructions' 

'(i) added Co the verb to indicate 
Che conCinuicy of Che action' 

(ii) added to indicate that the 
work it incomplete and has 
to be coiuplc'-vd' ,, 

I’i 'added co the verb to indicate 

that the work is at tha initial/ 
starting stags' 
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'(i) added to the verb to indicate 
the intolerable/bad aapact 
of the action, 

(113 added to indicate the diffi¬ 
culty that the doer expe- 
lieoLCS in perlorninji the 
action' 

'added to Indicate the action in 
perforicrd in excess ' 

'(i) used as a classifier with 
adverbs. 

(ii) used as an adjective meaning 
'big* and occur* with a 
clasaifier, 

(iiij used as a iipun to taean 

'mornini’' and occur* with 
other tiute unit*' 

'(i) used as a conjoining xuirker 
with nouns and numerals, 

(ii) added in numerala vich the 

meaning 'ten' to fona 
multiples of 'hundred', 

(iii) added to Che verb to indi¬ 

cate that the doer is an 
export in porfoming the 
act ion, 

(iv) used to tons adverbial 

clauses (verbal partici— 
plei ) ' 

'used to mean 'evening' with 
other elements 

'added to the verb to indicate 
Chat the action has alfected 
another action unfavourably' 
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lull 'added Co Che v«rb CO indicate 

that the arcion is performed To 
frighten someone' 

le 'used to m^an 'ten' in numrrals' 

lo '(i) instr'jaenta 1 case marker 

(ii) used in the meaning ’day' 

with other time units, 

(iii) added to the verb to indi¬ 

cate chat the object goes 
down as a result of tlie 
action, 

(iv) added to the verb to indi¬ 

cate the obligation on the 
part of Che doer' 

lya 'vi^ added Co the verb ro indiraCe 

that Che action is done in 
au inpropar way, 

(.Li> added to the verb to indi¬ 
cate Chat il .» the nature 
of the doer Lo act like 
that ' 

lysn '<!) added to tlie verb to indicate 

that the action is performed 
by imitating others, 

(ii) added to indicate that the 
action is performed to set 
right some thing/someone' 

lyi '(i) proximate future marker, 

(li) become (as a regular verb)' 

sa '(i) added ro indicate the sugges¬ 

tive nature of the action. 
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si 

si 

BU 

BU . . 

SO 

xs 

xan 

xt 

xxh 


(ii) added to indicate that the 
action is performed avay 
from the place of speech 
act' 

'(i) stands for 3rd person pro¬ 
noun (proximate), 

i 

(ii) added with nouns as a 
determiner' 

'added CO Che «verb to* indicate 
that Che action is over* 

'indicate the negative attitude 
of the speakers towards the 
action' 

. lo 'indicates Che obligation on the 
part of the subject, chough sub¬ 
ject is unwilling' 

'used as a classifier when the' 
objects’are long and thin^ 

* 

'(i) added with the verb to indi¬ 
cate Che failure in achiev¬ 
ing the objective of the 
action, ^ ■ 

(ii) added to indicace the per¬ 
sistant nature of the 
action' 

'used in numerals to mesn 'ten* 
in forning multiples of 'ten' 

'(i) added to Che verb Co indicate 
chat the purpose of the 
action is rsaliaed, 

(ii) added to the verb as^a yerb 
particle meaning 'kill' 

'added with the verb to indicate 
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h j 

hin 


ht 


he 


ho 


that the subject keeps away from 
the action because of its adverse 
effect' 

'added ac the sentence final posi¬ 
tion to form incerrogatives' 

'(i) used as a numeral 'three' 

and occurs with classifieis 

(ii) added Co Che verb to indi- 
I cate the involvement of 
the entire sat' 

'(i) used as third person pronoun 
<un£Bmiliar, invisible), 

(ii) added with nouns as a 
detensiner' 

'added with Che nuxaeral to change 
it Co an adjective' 

'used as a conjoining aarker* 


V. Folk Tales 

1 

ayuh ho anunyi abahnyi 

once younger brother~conj. elder brother-conj. 

ditola. 
live-p.t.dur. 

■Dnyi alo karmyan mi more ho 

ch«y-tvo day adverb acc. forest loc. 

ila pita mentola> alo lonyiloheh 

go-duT. bird kill-p. t dur. day aoove 

bepi iline. abah hi prta ako 

like this go-p.t. elder brother det. bird one 

seta baliginatola. anu hi alo 

? gat-neg.p.t.dur. younger brother det. day 
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kamnvan wi prta nbuje halrgrlir* 
anv. acc. biro wany 

mnr iw.>ryi k« antabjnyi mo 'mi cahrpa 

«•.<;• chey-two g#n. parent* he arc. aak-Cor 

caLyine alo lc>ye anu hi 

di^-hecoire—p. I. day one yo’j^Ser brother Jet. 

abon 

>*lder broUieI 

ka pTta baeia kopa bo' kiln ho 

^eo bird bring-ae^. inf. he behind loc. 

iiepolyinr aban ni more ha prta 

lolloving eldar brother del forest loc. bird 

■■a tuladiia aiiipa dilyrni* 

arc rak-'-diir .-ea i« f.-dur . blood-ini’, eat-f.t.noon 

Ui mi icapalala au> anrabaoyi 
rhi» ajc tee-djr. he pareoti-conj. 

ni lako oa rahTlyiiiT ho too ni 

acv.. iaiorm ml. aak-t. t.noM. and he acc 

hiUnlyiyo tiila I'jline ho mo* 

te11-1.t.nea . quo. tell-p.r and he 

mi LukolyL blIo bbtci hrla Inline, 

acr. inione-f.'^ ir Vi’.l-f.t quo tell-p t. 

KBiiri ude ho alyikuo no'lnkoea 

they Itwo) hone* loc rrtuin mo tell-neg. 

pa diaiTLi'a 1 a hNlrei hopa tho' 

inf. sLay-neg-doer Lhia-loc. becauae he 

miiabannyi ni lukolvine 

parent*-conj. acc. tell become-p r 

like lukonr nr 

rhis-gon rellin| arc. 

atari hi ude arn'i hokila tarola 

rldri biothci dcL. 'aou»c near ii«a aecretly 



160/APPENDIX 


upalyina. Anu mi lukokopa no'' 

hear-p.t. younger brother ecc. tell“inf. he 

mendupa bzla aro roye ho 

kill-eaist'inf. quo. morning one loc. 

osre inaa hrla lutola. anu 

foreac go-nod quo. aay-p.t.dur. younger brother 

hi 

det. 

mo'ka pila ka lunx ni talalala 
be gen. cheat gen. tell-nonk aec. underacand-dur. 

nn'intena. h41a lutola. 

he go-p.t.~neg. quo. te11-p.t.dur. 

bojelope abah ke Carelamapa 

although elder brother gen. aak-dur.-neg.-inf. 

luko ho ntonyi nore inpa into la 

place of loc. they (two) forest go-inf. go-p.t.dur 

saying 

lenpa ho sK^'ni lukokopa 
village loc. he acc. tel1-place-inf. 

abah hi menpapa micola ho 

aldar hrothir det. kill-inf. do-p.t.dur. and 

mo^hargilyiyo abah hi patipa 

he run away elder brother det. tiger-for. 

Lyila oontola. hxka no'lya ho 

becone-dur. pursuade-p.t.dur^ pro. purauada-loc. 

no'ala boye m papotola. hirapa 
he hand one acc. cut-p.t.dur again 

noniboayolyini ala hunyinx ni na 

persuade-f.t.non. hand two-nom. acc. neg. 

papatola. hxkohoki pati sineku 
cuc-p.c.dur. then tiger die-p.t.-pef. 
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ho mo'^ude ho arkuBTkula 
and he house loe. co«e-v p.dur. 

antabah ni lukotola raonyi 
parent* arc. te I 1-p. t. lip. they-conj. 

nempre hempyottkii. 
very happy-p.t.-aip. 

Fr»e Iraaslation 

Long ago there lived twn brathem. They used 
to go to the forear and to catch the bird* tiling 
traps Day* passed. The eidei brother did not 
bring even a single bird whereaa the younger 
brother used to bring in plenty. Once, their 
parents asked about it. 

As tine pasaed, one day tha younger brother 
waiitcil to follov hii elder brother to find out 
the reality. The younger brother followed him 
without going for huntiog. The elder brother, 
as usual, caught the bird* and took it out from 
the Crapa. Hr began to eat the* without boiling. 
The yoimKer brother appeared in the arerve and 
threatened the elder brother saying that he will 
narrate everything to their parents. The elder 
biuther instructed the younger not to do it and 
ii he does it, he will, take revenge by killing 
him. 

On reaching ha*k teosw, the younger brother 



162/AJPP£ND1X 


cauld noc reoaaia without informinK the incident 
to their parents. So he narrated everything to 
their parents. Bat the elder'brother heard each 
and every thing of this conversation by hiding 
in a nearby place. In the next sioming, the 
elder brother wanted to take the younger to 
forest and planned to kill him. But the younger 
one realized the aocive of Che elder and hance 
refused to go with hin to the forest. Finally, 
both of thea went to forest. The elder one told 
the younger of his intention to kill hia for in- 
foming the parents what he has done in the 
forest in the previous day. Than the younger 
brother tried to run away. In the asan time the 
elder brother turned into a tiger and bagan to 
fight each other. In the fight, the younger 
brother cut both the hands of the tiger and it 
died. The younger brother returned home and 
narrated the whole incident to the parents. They 
were happy to learn about it. 

2 

taninyi burunyi hila anye 

Tani-conj. Baru-conj. quo. tvo 

dxtola. nonyi ano ajinsitola. 

live-p.t.-dur. they(two! very £riend-p.t.-dur. 

roAe Bonyi diyindula liMunx 

once they (two) sit-asp.-axist-dur.' cell-notn. 
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loo'nyi icx mihioho ni isftnkaBxsa 
chey-two po#. faaily acc. Kill-v-a*p. 

hila lukotala. anyilu Lalisila 

quo. Lell-p.t/-dur. two-per. agrep-dur. 

butubc* hi jirnspa nwnsitola. ho 

buru-nom, det. really ki11-v-p,t.-due and 

Lanibo ki mi acuwola aki ako mi 
Tanx-noin. poa. occ. hide dog one acc. 

B^lalala nihloho mi menttke 
kill-dui. fttsiily acc. ki 11-p. t.-«mp. 

htla kakitola. ho burubo hi 

quo »cc“v .-p. L.-dur . and Eurii-n<j«. det. 

cerelalyati. lioki haLun hx 
be I icre-Af. - p . t hence time dec. 

dalala Canibo hx burubo mi ka 

«i3ci*c-dur. Tani-fio*. det . Buiu”noia acc. gen. 

luni hxnyi duhuka axaa hila lubilyini- 

lay-noa. we-tvo beat-v,-aap. quo. tel l-'f . t -non. 

ho burubo hx talilala anyiru 
and Buru-r.ota. det. agree-dur. two-non. 

liikaaicola tanibo hi nio'ka mihioho 

complete-adv. Tami-noa. det. he gen. family 

mi gyolyifilala hukinentola 

at't. rall-diir. beat-asp.-p.t.-dur. 

burubo ka nx mi 
Bucu-nom. gen. you acc. 

hunintola. ho burubo hx tanibo mi 
hull-v-adv. and Bur\i”no*. det. Tani-nom. acc, 

taxi ni no*^ nitinopa hunkanc uropo 

aak-v.-nom. you hov hull-aap. inaidc 
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hiyidunt tanibo hi lunt hi 

shout "ex i E c~noin. Tsivi-nom, det. saytvoai. det. 

iw lacipape kono abiA ho hunyi 

1 finjjer-betveen one between loc-. pestle 

boye boyc pelij^icoia huko ho uro 

one one keep-v.-p.t.-dur. hull loc. inside 

siiuipo burubo hi picatajila htia 

V. neg.-asp. Buru-noai. det. .cut-v.-asp .dur. quo. 

hukani loci huku huJasTtola* 

hull-notn. fin{{er hull-asp. hull-injure-v.-p. t.-dur. 

lio mo'ka hehkunt himi li 

and he xcn. realixe-nooi. 1-acc. dec. 

mucuniinapa nrxdz hila helala • 

care-acc.-neg.adv. do-p.t. quo. think-dur. 

iBo'inxtci mxlidupa hzla duku 

he al so cake-revenge-inf . qiKj. wooden box 

kune kolala tanibo nii duka to 

one mako-dur. Tani-spe. aec. asit p t. 

hila lulala pabu ho kunbalo 

quo. cell-dur. base of the hill loc. throvdown 

tola 

p.t.-dur. 

ho tanibo hi calakumabaps 
and Tani-spe. det. climb-neg.-int. 

dolyini danyi ht mipya 

exist-t.t.-nom. sun dec. ray 

bilakuiala noude ho ihgtla 

give-asp.-dur he house loc. reach-v -dur. 

dugitola tanibo ka dulakeoia 

exiat-v -p c.-dur . Tani-spe. gen. stay-dur.-asp. 

-neg . 
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htuTTi ri caljilals mo ka iivala 
this acc. hpar-diir. ii&n. ceiling 

ho cisre arbusorla bilala 
loc rope conneet-dur. give-dur. 

Ikipa tonckc litla iulyini 

by go down-erap. quo. to 11-f.trnom. 

tanibo hi hopa tabtkula 
Tani-apo. dct. by coine down—aap ,-tlur . 

mibioho mi kakabijcuke le 
family acc nee-ccr.-asp -emp 

aro kopa adin buru koka 

poor condition head buru from 

buiii dtitokula hi mi 

take-no™, live-p.t -asp.-dur. thia acc. 

kalsla lanibo hi burubo ka 
aea-dur. Tani-epe. det. Buru-spe. gen. 

akuni ni lylyalala papanitola 

coiac-noB. .icc . say- f . t .-diir . cut-v .-p . t.-dui 

hoki niauni montemote 

abl. per suadc-notn. continue-p . t. 

mohankele kidi ho paragineke 

pKf suade-1 in**- adv earth loc. cone down-p . t.-e’mp. 

tani hi aUuls hetapyopa 

Tani det come back-dur. happy-inf. 

(iuUu 

1 ive-aap. 


Fr^f Tranalation 

There lived ruo brothers Tani and Buru. 

Tliey were rlose triends. One day, vhile goaaip- 
ing, they agreed to kill their own fainily trembera. 
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Accordingly, Buiu did whnche agreed to do Rut 
Tani. hids his fninily loevhers and told fturu Lbdl 
hi! haa killed hia family nerab^ra and ai a proof 
shoved the blood of a dos ihac he had killed. 

Buru believed the word» of Tani. Doya paaaed. 

One day they decided CO compete in killinx the 
paddy. They went back to their hoiSr-s. Buiu 
called hia family members and*tiniahcd hulling. 

Buru vat doing it alone and so he vaa 
defeated. He enquired about the sound of colli 
cion of the paatlea that he heard. Tani said 
that hr kept the peatlea in between thr fingers 
and hulled. Hence, the peatlea collided and tha 
sound was produced. Buru also triad to do hull*- 
ing in the way Tani told. But while hulling in 
tha way Tani told, hie fingera got broken. Buru 
realised that Tani is cheating him and decided to 
take revenge on him 

He made a vooden box and managed to put 
Tani inside it. He rolled it down the hill. 

Tani aacaped iron the box. But he was unable to 
cli]]^b tha hill. Fortunately, the bun came to 
the rescue of Tani and took him to tha Sun's 
place. Tani expreBsed hia desire to go back to 
hift home. The bun made a ropeway from Sun's place 
to Tani'a house. Thiuugl. tha roneway Tani reached 
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hntne and lived happily with nia family. 

J 

aboCaninyi kd buriiptcenyi ka pibibi ka aiko 

hi 1o abatani ht1 a mfyu pibi 

long ago Abatam quo atari talented 

ako dutola. ho btirupicN hrla pica 

CHS* 1 ive-p. t .-diir and Rurupirha quo. yes-man 

ako dutola. moanyi more imbaaitola 

one Iivc-p.t.-dur they (two) forest go-cogecher- 

V.-p.t.-dar. 

prea mi kapyoyapa pibi 
Pi I'ha acr, betore-adv. Pibi 

more Icaterola. pTca ica 
forest tee-pX.-dur. Picha gen 

kiibu prra dont ht mx 

rat bird exist-non. dec. icc 

to' pica ka gtru ho 

he Picha geo. crap loc. 

pita pa lyila dobitola. 

bird comp, bacotae-dur. exis t-w .-p. t. “dur . 

pica wikilkoda pibi sidaladacMibyola 
Picha dea.-cau. Pibi under • taiid-v .-neg. “dux . 

hi la pite mx ciba ho saligila 
quo. bird acc. bag loc. put-v.-dur. 

Lide aku. ho ciba byatola 

home *. oeie - a * l» ■ and bag burn-p . C . ~dcxr . 

byadopa migo ho cilixile. tani 

burn-v.-adv. ovcn'low. throwasp. Tani 

luni hi oha pica byadoarmaaa 

Ceil-ncMfi. det. hallow Picha b..rn-v .-neg .-as p. 


grru hoka 
crap fro* 

tani tuxapabola 
Tani take-v.-dur. 
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hrtls lutold. no p^tasi-pe 

quo. tell-p.t.-dur. I bird-det.-imp. 

hcnkxle. pibi n.o' STtnpa hi la 

? Pibi you become-adv. quo. 

lulala . ciba ricola ago 

■ay-dur. bag throw-p.t.-dur entranca of 

taopu hw ripalin. ho pibi Brran 

houae loc. throv-v.-v.- and Pibi pillar of th« 

verandah 

ntco ho golihgiku. pica halih 

top loc. fly-v.-V.-aap- Picha ran-v. 

inenibila sirah mi oye payeti. 

kil1-cer.~dur. pillar acc. once cut-v.-p.t. 

pibi lurrt hi hokoda 

Pibi tell-nom. det. then 

hinyi ka mihioho hetai aenVasisa 
we (two) gen. laoily all kill-v.-aap. 

hila lu. ho pica hokoda 
quo. aay and Picha then 

ih hila lu. pibi aki kibo 
okay quo. say Pibi dog gen. 

ako nri pariipape mil ala ayi 

one acc. cut-inf.-imp. do-dur. meat 

mi ago enipu ho ingya 

acc. IrofiC oif houae loc. both aides of the oven 

bo seyo seel niibitola ati 

loc. rub-v rub-f.t. do-cer-p.t.-dur. come-p.t. 

pTca hokoda ho tari mensulyila 
Picha chan 1 also ki11-v.-fur.-dur. 

hila mo^’ka mihioho rai meiixapa 
quo. he gen. faraily acc. kill-v.-adv. 
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ho tani luni h4 dubu hiido 

»rd Tani «ay-nom. del. »l«y hull-exiat 

hutirstsj htla luk^la taai ki 

hull-v.-m, quo. t»1l-a»p.-dur. Tani poa. 

riban ribin hila nihioho 

aound of p<>Btling quo. taraily 

duaulyini hukcla. p-fca lunz 

8tay-v.-f. c .-noai. hul l-aap.-dur. Picha tcll-nom. 

hr tani, no' nttampa n4 

dat. Tani you alvays-adv. why 

hiidiinr hzla lukela. tani 

paat Ic-axiat-tiom. quo. tail-aip .-dur. Tani 

hint ht laci pap« ho 

aay-nom. det finger between loc. 

hunyi bus da laci papa ho 
peat la one exiat tinger between loc. 

hunyi but da gttolaciyo 

peatle one exist carry-p.t.*finger-neg. 

hudu. no' htla hunanpa 

pescle-exifit you quo. lik«-adv. 

hila lu pica hi mi tajela 
quo. say Picha this acc. hear-v.-dur. 

hukadu litla laci mi huxi 

hull-v.-exist quo. finger acc. hull-v. 

hujasx ho no'ii ayawabyo 

hull-aap.-v. and he this good-neg.-v. 

a hxla. hcla dtiti* hila 

int. quo. think-dur. aic-p.c. quo. 

behkila. tani ki nihioho rulyu 

think-v.-dur. Tani pos, family many 
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xuly« dut4. 
mjiny lit-p. t. 

ho picabo ht dugu ako 

and Picha-spe. d«t. >«ood«n pot one 

orla ducola tani lunr ht nr 

do-dur. rit-p. t .-dvir. Tani «ay-non. dat. wiiaC 

<• 

pana ndunr. pxca iimx h4 nikT 

? do-«xist~nom, Picha tall-iuMi. d^C. I—po». 

mihioho tari niyakumant lyipc- 

fanily alao what-coma-aap.-neg.-now. naair> 

Cagyabo nxnyi Iraikopaax rnTdimx 

of a pig wft (two) ■ iaap-loc .~v .-a«p. do-exist-nooi. 

Vrila lu. pica lunt b-t dorukendcpya 

quo. tall Picha t^ll-noir.. dat. 1 i«-v .“a«p .~v . 

dopyokandopya doktopa h-ria Lu. 

lia-v.-aap.-v. 1le-v.-p.t.-imp. quo. aay 

tani rona dckabitT. tam lunr bi 

Tani onca lia-v .-cfit—p. t. Tani aay-notn. dat. 

pica dorukandorati hila lu tani 

Picha lia-v. -V. -axist-v. quo. say Tani 

pica mi lum hi uyapa milyato 

Picha acc. aay-noni dat. good-adv. makc-v.-p.t. 

hila lu. pica hokoda hila ayapa 

quo. lay Picha than quo. good-adv. 

wilyan milyanlalala hirapa 
i»aka-v. Tnake*v.-dur. once again-adv. 

tani tai dokabi. Canika dokalalyi 

Tani acc. Iia-taat-car. lani-gen. lie-v.-fut. 

pica tari ni aadaho ho kubaAlo 

Picha Tani acc. upaida down loc. ravarae-v. 
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tJiri kut>finlokotola. tani luni lii 

Tanl bi* insiiJf-p. t . diit . Tani say-oina. dtL. 

aiJT piia ti>:i pi.ia riai i;.c 

hallo crow hallo crow 1-acc. littla 

Ivamp^. pua Ilr-x hT abotaiii na' 

belp-iwp. cic>v tell-tK’t!). del. Abotaui you 

hiai apualyi .xakido f'papo 

L-acc. ai row—bow V.i 11-v .-oxiat. ahooL-v. 

lyanipe luduni hila iiiaii no 

ha Ip-imp. c«11-«xiat-nom. quo. you-acc. I 

lyanLeraake hila iuLi. ho pua 

Ins 1 p-v.-nag . - eap . qik."). aay-p.r. and ciow 

golctiku. ho tarih ako goWiSla 

rlj p.t. asp. and woodpecker one fly-di.ii. 

earn luni hi aci tarih 

Taui Lcll-ncau. dot. hallo wovdpocKc'i 

ya aci tarih 

voc. hallow woodpecker 

ya, uimi ice lyampe hila 

voc. 1-acc. little help-iap. qao. 

luti. tarih hi ttd* tide ' 

say-p.c, woodpecker det . peck-cUir. peok-dur. 

ami pua ni kapadopo 

eye one aec. see—v.-exist-inf. 

ttkoai tarih luni iir 

vpen-v. -fcr . woodpecker cell-nom. dec. 

iwj korte ni mi lyaladima hila 

1 alone you acc. haIp-dur.-neg. quo. 

danyi mi gyote lo hila luti. bo 

Sun acc. call loc. quo. tell-p-t. and 
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danyi mi gyobzbi danyi bcndf 

Sun act, cal1 -V.-cer. Sun ray 

bendc du^u ml tanyi benca danyi 


ray 

plate 

acc. two 

sp 

lit Sun 


abotani ni 

bo' ude 

ho 

iiixtx 

kii. 

AooLani acc 

. he house 

loc 

. *o-p.t. 

asp 

ude 

ho 

ihla dan 

VI 

lunt 

hi 

house 

loc. 

go-dur. Sun 


Cel 1-nom. 

dac 


hubyu hikalyayo cukha 

ceiling over cha oven touch-a«p.-pro. tobacco 

htkalyayo 
touch-aap.-pro. 

pepu byoau xokalyayo 

7iaL in beti<#een taka ouL-v.-pro. 

nckan kalolyayo reka kacalyayo 
latrine »ee-v,-pco. ceiling aea-v.-pro. 

lit la lu. Iio danyi bo aji in. 
quo. say and Sun-spe. tield go 

abotani danyibo ka aji int ho 

Abotani Sun-ape. gen. field go-nom. Ini. 

cuxa kakaictia Larji adih 

tobacco bag aee-v.-dur. scorpion all 

hubya icakaktla tabu adit'i 

ceiling above oven seb-v.-dur. anaka all 

pepu byoau kakaktla tabu 

inat in between sec-v.-dur. anake 

carji adin ho nekan kainkria 
scorpion all and latrine »ee-v.-dur. 

hogya pact adin ho rcke kacakrla 
lion tiger all and coiling aee-v.-dur. 
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sxtin 

strt adin 

danii 

tani 

henthun 

bear 

wild pig all 

exist 

Tani 

think-v. 

r>o BO 

btnytmt i«ilo 

aa I a 


dula 

1 loc. girl Dtiy 

grow- 

■dur. 

a cay-dur. 

dxtqa 

axia tentx. 

aly I 

ho 

dany 1 

nag. 

quo. t 'n i nk-p . t. 

pig 

loc. 

Sun 

“j i 

int atokula 


tjnl lanx 


ficlJ rcLuin-iioM. i« Lur ri-v .-dur . Tani c«ll-noiB. 

ht Ap ao (lulakeiui k« a 

det. I loc. • tay-d'j-.-n*it. int int. 

Inla lu danyi Iuht hT dula 

quo. aay Sun t*]l-noni det atjy-dui . 

kenaai^o no' hokoda nika 

V. n«g jou thcn-adv. you-gcn. 

ganda ho i ni uii^’Viit. rk a Lila 

place Ipc. gp-V.-V.-p.t.-*»p. quo. 

cipya eaye aorlobiku hika 

thread one put-cer.-aap. than-gen. 

tepya hr tani ka uda malo 

thread dat. Tani gen. hocae top 

mantu ho aorlabi laabo nantu 

calling loc. hand-dui .-ter . top ceiling 

IkO tckcDtla kakela inihi hr 

lot. core-down-dur. aec"dur. vife oet. 

cicincilw) diMii ho iro‘'anyi 

wavc~dur. e*iat-acc. and ha two 

aJiutarr karubuau dtni nxyu karu 
haalcio aea-v. exiat what aee-v. 

busu duni hila helala autatt 

? cxiat-nora. quo think-dur tail piiece 

aoye alobtti lit ni o hx tulala 
one chrov-p.t, that acc. aon det. pick up-dur. 
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n^nlcatT. o hr luni ht li aba 

ra«ll-’p.t. aon dat. tall-nom. det. tliia father 

ka an hanz hani ha hzla 

gan. tail think-non. think-noa. inter quo. 

lu. ho ant ht lunt hi 

tall and mother det. tell-nom. det. 

pica pibi mi aadah ho 

Picha Pibi acc. wooden plate lac. 

kupalobina. no^ ampala lukaduni 

turn down upaide-p.t. you lia-dur. tall-v.-aaiat- 

notn. 

hila lulala cicih tapulo oye 
qvto. tell-dur. weaving rod-inat. once 

da. rani hike o mi damilyi 
beat Tani 1-gan. son acc. beat-v.-fut. 

hila honi hi hirapa autati 

quo. think-nom. det. again tail piece 

aoye alobi o hi tulala hirepa 

one throw-cer. aon det. take-dur. again 

nedkati ho ai aba au henyi 
araell-p.t. and this father tail think 

beayi ha hila lukela ani hi 

think inter quo. Cell-dur. aiother det. 

hirepa oye da. o ni dankila 

again once beat aon acc. beat-dur. 

cani toeiku. Cani luni hi nunii 

Tani come down-aap. Tani tell-nosn. dec. youCpl.) 

nina hinkane ahu karudant 

you that much health ace-v.-exiat-nom. 

hila taka aolu lunt ht pica 

quo. aak-asp. they tell-nom. dec. Picha 
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nyan nunu mi dine mine 

eoip. ve acc. luke rrnuble-p.t. 

hardunt also sdabxku pinka 

co«e-exiit-n£>«. day come-v.-asp. balance rice 

piAka poxa poxa hi la ludo 
balance balance balance quo. aay-v. 
rice beer beer 

tani luni hi hokida no' 

Tani say-non dec. chen-adv. you 

pinka pihka poxa poxa ludo 
balance balance balance balance tell-v. 
rice rice beer beer 

tntla arda lyiku naxa naxa 

v-dur. nexc day become-asp. no no 

Irrla lucoctka biia lulala ao' 

quo. tell-p.t.-v. quo. tell-dur. he 

rek« dulya. pica arba bikula 

ceiling eit-v. Picha next day^giv«-aap.-dur. 

mihioho pinka pinka poxa 

family acc. balance balance balance 
rice rice beer 

poxa hila lutola raihi hi 

balance beer quo. tell-p.t.-dur. wife dec. 

naxa naxa hila lukele reke 

no no quo. tell-v.-dur. ceiling 

canr reke cacidalyi tani 

clinb-nom. ceiling climb-x.-coverds Tani 

ilyo paxeti. tani pica mi monjo 

dao cut-v -p t. Tani Picha acc. ’ 

mom noru ho stomopasiti Can! 

7 forest loc. niis-v.-p.t. Tani 
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nyanyo padola dnkile dola hcni 

honey cut exist v.-dur. sc*y-dur. think-no«. 

pTC« no inekuni hxlm he 

Pichd where go-p.t .-asp. -non. quo. int. 

ho pica mi kapatola Pica 

and Picha acc. see-p.t.-dur. Picha 

nona dukuni hr la lukele pica 

vihere atay-aap.-noio. quo. teli-v.-dur, Picha 

luni hi ho noya ho duraa 

tcll-noa. det. I where lot. stay-neg. 

■dyaniikaBu dusudukuni htla 

.Miyoni-v. exist-v.-exiat-aap.-nom. quo. 

Ui. picabo hi 
say Picha-spe. det. 

o ako bala datola tani 

child one caiiy-dur. beafp. c .-dur. Tani 

luni hi aiyant ka o ha? 
say-non. det. Hiyani gon. son int. 

tVila lu. pica luni hi in 

quo. say Picha aay-noin. det. yes 

miyant ka o tani luni hi 
Miyani gen. aon Tani aay-non. det. 

oye siixe mikato hxla lu 

once do-v. do-v.-i»p. quo. aay 

nixekuda hi mi oyc hindo 

do-v.-con. I ate. once pinch 

silyilo silo hi mi aanda maninanci 
v.-fut. today I acc. rafter serve as food 

hxla lunekuta tani luni hi aixe 

quo. aay-p.C.-a 1 so Tani say-nom. det. make-v. 

mikato miyant ni niici ho 

do-v.-imp. Minani why do-ful. 1 
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Icjlyaco so pxca rone mxxe 

•ce-fut.-imp. loc. Picha once do-v. 

mtxabitx nxxe kile raiyanxbo 

do-v.-cer.-p.t. do-v. ? Kiyami-Bpe. 

/ 

hxharlinbila oye hindolala 

det. rim-v.-cer.-dur. once punch-v. -dur. 

epin gayinlo ayudoLela anaku 

rice round rub-v.-dur. come-p.t.-asp. 

t.ani lunx hx ronyi. nipa mxxe 
lani aay-noni. dec. twice for what maka-v. 

mxkato htla lu. pxca hxrapa 
do-v.-imp. quo. say Picha again 

stxekxle nrtyanx harlinbxla 
do-v.-also Miyaiii run-v .-cer .-dur. 

oye hindolala apid gayin lo 
once piach-dur. rice ball Inet. 

nyudotila aaaku robin 

rub-v.-p. t.-dur. coave-p. t.-aep. third tiaa 

nxpa mxa ntkaco htla tani 
for what do-v.-do-imp. quo. Tani 

iukele pxca lunr hx no'' 

tell-v.-dur. Picha tall-non. dat. you 

aabimxbi-jaaui no mxtaicunva 

do-v.-do-v.-aip.-neg! I do-p.t.-aap.-neg . 

hxla lu Lani Lunx hi hire nito 

quo. tell Tani tall-non. det. once do-imp, 

ho ■xtoku ao lula. hokoda hxla 

1 do-p.C.-aap. loc. tell-dur. then quo, 

pica oya hiaa ati arxe mxkabxtx 
Picha one boy acc. do-v. do-v.-cer.-p.t. 
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ho miyontbo barlintola tani 

and Niyani-sp«. run-v.-p.t.-dur. Tani 

anyi nyimpujao tmpyo lo elala 

tvo complete poison arrov inat. ahoot'dur. 

exibici* pibi pica mi inla 

ahoot-v.-cer.-p.t. Pibi Picha acc. go-dur. 

nyanyo pada pabaaici • pibi 
honey cut“V. cufv,-p.t. Pibi 

nyanyo ubu mi kakiAlalola i^o 
honey hole acc. aee**v.*dur I 

inao hoki nyanyo ladodu hila 
there abl, honey take^v. quo. 

lukoct. pica ubo ho nyanyo 

aay-v.-p.t. Picha hole loc. honey 

dxti pica ka nyanyo diyarei 

eafp.t. Picha gen. honey 'eat-v.-nom. 

ho pibi ubu mi papi kopiAcala 

loc. Pibi hole acc. pieces of wood cloae-v.-dur. 

ileku. 

go-v.-aap. 

Free Translation 

The Talent of Abocani and Burupicfaa 
Long ago chare lived a Calantad nan naaied 
AboCani and another yea-man named burupicha. 

Both of them uaed to go to forest for collecting 
firewood and for hunting. One day Abocani went 
in advance and took the rata and birds Chat were 
lying in Picha'a Crap. Then Tani hinself, became 
a bird and vaa lying in that trap. Picha put it 
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in hia 'ciba' (bag) and returned ttone. He was 
about to burn the bird along with the 'ciba'. 
Then, Tani who was in disguise as a bird sard, 

'hallo! Picha, don't burn me' 

'T tlioughl that it la a bird. Is that you Pibi' 
said Picha. He threw the 'ciba' out and Pibi 
flew away and sat on a pillar of verandah. Picha 
cut that pillar on wtiich Pibi was sitting and 
chased Pibi. 

Another day they were sitting together. 

Pibi said, 'let us kill our family members'. 

'Okay' replied Picha. 

Pibi killed a male dog and dragged along Che 
floor of Che houae. The blood spread everywhere 
inside the house. Picna went and killed all his 
family aieskbera as agreed. 

Tlien, Tani came and suggested 'let us 
pestle the paddy today. Picha agreed to it. 

He went and aCarled pcstlriig the paddy. 
Meanwhile Tani pestled the paddy along with his 
tssiily meabers and Picha heard the sound of 
colliding the pestles. 

'Hallo! Tani tell nic how do you pestle’ 

Picha enquired. 

'I pestle putting one pestle each in between 
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th« fingers. Don't you do it' Pibi said. 

Picha hurried back and did the saiM way as 
Pibi told and broke hit'fingers. The thought 
over a while about the nistake he had comitted 
in killing hia fatally aembars. Ue suspected 
that Tani is living with hia faaily meetbers. 

One day Picha was naking a wooden plate. 

Tani cane to him and aaked 'what are you doing'. 

'I aiD alone, eo 1 an making a place for 
sleeping with 'lyLpo Cagyo bo' Pichs replied. He 
rw^uested Tani to test it whether it in confor- 
table to lie down. Tani tested and cold him, it 
la not comfortable. Picha modified it and request 
Tani to teat again. Tani was testing by lying 
inside the vessel. Picha turned it upside down 
and Tani was trapped. 

Tani heard the sound of a playing crow. He 
pleaded: 'Dear crowl dear crow, please help mel 

The crow replied: 'you Abotanil you ehoot 
me with bow and arrow making noice like 'khakha'. 
Even if you ask for help, I will not'. The crow 
flew away. Aftar a while a woodpecker came chat 
way 

'hallo! Carlog, taring please help ske* 

Tani requested. , 
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The woodpecker made a hole in euch a way that 
Tani could aee chroush with one of hia eyea. Ic 
expresaed its inabilicy to do nora and it aou|tht 
the help of Sun. The Sun caaie'co the scene and 
with its heat, the vessel was split into two 
pieces. Abotani was taken to the Sun's home. 

The Sun was about to go to the field. He 
told Abotani 'don't put your hand in the hole of 
the spoon stand kept above the oven. I>on'c touch 
the bag (tobacco bag) kept near the ceiling. 

Don't Cake out the mat and look into the latrine. 
Don't look above the ceiling*. The son want Co 
field. Tani vaa very eager to sea Che bouae. Ho 
examined the bag, it was fall of scorpion. Ha 
saw Che ceiling above the ovan, it was full of 
snakes, he looked under the mat, it was full of 
snakes and scorpions. The latrine was full of 
lions and tigers. The ceiling was full of 
forest pig. 

Tani realiaed that he couldn't stay there 
foe a long time. When Sun returned, in the 
evening, Tani expressed his desire Co go back 
home. TP.e Sun arranged for hii return by putting 
a rope down upto Tani'a house Cop. 


When Ten! reached home, he saw hia wife 
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weaving the cloth. Their phyaical condition vaa 
bad. Ha thought for a while and threw one of 
hia 'aru' in front of them. One of his sona 
took It and amelt it. He aaid to other oeiebera 
of. hia faciily that it amelia aa if that of hie 
father. 

The mother of the boy aaid: "Picha trapped 
Pibi inaida the plate. Are you telling lie to 
teat me". She began to beat him with weaving 
rod. Seeing thia Tani threw another piece of 
'aru'. Tlie boy took it and teated by its oaell. 
But this time elvo the nujther did not believe 
Che worda of her aon that it ia of hia father'a. 
She beat hint again. Tani came down. 

He enquired: "Why do you appear to be much 
ill-haalthy". 

'Picha troublea ua asking for 'pingka' and 
'pokha' they aaid. 

If ha c^es aaking for 'pingka. pingka, 
pocha, pocha' then you aay 'nakha, nakha'. aaid 
Tani. He aat on the ceiling waiting for Picha. 
Aa usual Picha came and aaked for 'pingka, 
pingka, pokha, pokha'. Tani'a wife Cold 'nakha, 
nakha'. Picha went up the ceiling. Tani threw 
his 'dao' on Picha on feeing him on the ceiling, 
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but he missed the sim. Pichs ran away and Tani 
chased him upto the forest. 

Days passed away. One day Pibi was collect¬ 
ing honey in the forest. Pibi thought about Picha 
•and to his surprise Picha appeared there. 

Tani enquired: "hallo! Picha where arc you 
staying now-a-days". 

Picha replied: "I am staying with'Miyanu'" 

Pointing out to the child that Picha was 
carrying Tani asked: "is it 'Miyanu's' baby", 

Picha said: "Yes, it is". 

"Make it cry" Tani said. 

h jb V ** 

"If I Buike the baby cry, Kiyanu will pinch 
me and take away my flesh and it will be served 
as meat for her people". 

Picha replied. 

Tani assured Picha that nothing will happen 
to him in his presence and asked him to make the 
child cry. Picha did so. Hiyanu came running 
and punched him and took away flesh and rubbed 
the wound wxth rice hall. hThen she left Tani 
asked Picha to make the child cry again. Once 
again be did so and .Miyanu came and punished him 
as before. When Tani asked him to suke Che baby 
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cry one* again. Picha rafuiad it aaying that. 
Tani did not take revangc on Miyanu vhen the did 
harm to him. 

' '*Tau do it once again, I ahall tak« revenge 
on her" Taui aaid. 

Once again Picha made Che baby cry and 
Miyanu caate running. Tani shot her with the 
poisonous arrov and killed her. Pibi took Picha 
with hiia. They were collecting the honey toge¬ 
ther. Pibi showed a hole and told he used to 
collect Che honey from Chat hole. Picha vent 
inside the hole and started eating honey. While 
Picha vaa eating honay and Pibi closed the hole 
vich a piece of wood and trapped inside it. Tani 
vent away. 
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